
Esther God’s Chosen Queen
Esther 2:1-18           

For the next couple of weeks we will be reading stories about a woman named Esther who was very beautiful.  This story 
is about how God used a young lady, who had no mother or father (her uncle Mordecai was taking care of her), to save 
His own people.  You know how God did it?  God supernaturally made Esther the queen.  Obviously, she wasn’t naturally 
in-line to become a queen, but God put her in-line (you might have to skip back to chapter 1 to get the full story).  So, 
that’s how I remember the main theme of this book called Esther!  The word Esther sounds like Easter, doesn’t it?  We 
all know what Easter is.  Easter is the time when we celebrate the coming of a King (& His resurrection after the Cross).  
That king was King Jesus!  He is the One who God used to save His people from their sin.  That’s exactly what happened 
with Esther - God would use her to save His people! You might not know this but the Persians didn’t like God’s people 
(this book calls God’s people Hebrews or Jews).  No one knew it publicly (it was a big secret), but some very bad men 
were trying to get rid of all the Jews in the land.  But God knew the secret and stepped in to help.  I can’t wait for you 
to learn how God does that “all-the-time” (even in today’s times).  I can’t wait until you can learn to trust in God alone, 
because God cares for you! Just like He did for Esther and the Hebrew people.     

The Plot Against Esther
Esther 3:1-15                       

Have you ever watched a movie with a devious plot?  The word devious means “underhanded” or ”tricky,” and maybe 
even “evil.”  How about the movie “101 Dalmatians?”  Remember how Cruella DeVil (look closely at her last name, it says 
a lot about her) tried to steal the Dalmatian puppies just to use them for her own good?  She wasn’t interested in finding 
good homes for them!  In fact, she wanted to kill them.  At first, Cruella tried to trick Anita and Roger into believing that 
she wanted them as pets.  But Roger did not fall for her evil plot.  This story in Esther has an evil plot like that.  One of 
the king’s most trustworthy officers hated Esther’s people (the Jews).  He wanted them dead.  So he tricked the king 
(vv.8-9) and convinced him that all Jews should die.  Of course, this threw the whole city into confusion (v.15).  But God 
had other plans for His people.  God stepped in (so to speak) to protect the Jews (His people).  God does that a lot 
for His people.  We are His people, too.  The New Testament book of Matthew says, “Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny (not worth very much compared to the worth of other things)?  And not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from our Father (God knows & cares about everything, even wee little birds).  But even the hairs of your head 
are all numbered.  Fear not therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”  That verse means that God knows 
you well, and always takes care of you…just like He did in Esther’s time.

Why Downcast?
Psalm 42:1-11                          

Throughout the rest of the year we will take a look at nine different stories from the Bible Book of Acts.  It is an exciting 
Book with real stories of what happened as the first missionaries (apostles) started to live as Christians (followers of 
Christ Jesus).  The stories will be spread out over a few months, so we won’t take them all in a row.  These stories are 
like “acts” in a play.  That’s how I remember what the Book of Acts is about.  Acts is about the different acts in a real play: 
a play whose main theme is the growth of God’s kingdom (Christianity).  Have you ever seen a play?  The actors and 
actresses come out on the stage that is decorated in a way that helps you to imagine the story.  The story is introduced 
to you and the theme of the play is told.  Then comes the second act.  The stage is decorated in a different way so that 
the story can be even easier to understand.  More acts follow.  Each act helps to understand the play’s story.  That’s what 
is happening in the Bible Book of Acts.  Unlike a play on a stage, the stories in the Book of Acts are real and are played 
out in the lives of real people like Peter, John, and Paul.  But the main character in Acts is God, the Holy Spirit.  This first 
story is about the time when Jesus was taken up into heaven (that’s what the word ascension means) to be King over 
the earth.  As Jesus goes to heaven, the Holy Spirit comes to earth (v.7).  The Holy Spirit is the One who makes sure 
that the good news, the Gospel of what Jesus has done is told.  So listen closely to these stories, the Holy Spirit is still 
working today.  
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