
Pharaoh’s Dreams
Genesis 41:1-36     

Everyone knows exactly where we get our food!  Our Raisin Brand, hotdogs, peanut butter & jelly and even our 
mom’s delicious spaghetti…it all comes from the grocery store.  The shelves have all that we need.  And even foods 
we want like - ice cream!  What would you do if you went in your store to buy groceries, and the shelves were all 
empty?  That’s what this story is about; it’s about a famine.  This story that takes place in Egypt says in seven years, 
“there will be no food, there will be a famine.”  There were no grocery stores back then, but if there had been, their 
shelves would be empty.  So what would God’s people do?  They depend on God, that’s what they do!  This story 
reminds us that world leaders are under the rule of God.  Joseph says, “It is not me (who will interpret Pharaoh’s 
dream), but God who will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” (v.16) The entire drama surrounding Joseph is carefully 
designed by God to save His nation.  In this story the Israelite’s food supply is preserved (v.36).  By showing a pagan 
leader God’s plan for the coming famine, God actually preserves the food supply.  But what about today?  Today, we 
do not perish because of Jesus, who is the bread of life. This passage tells us how God uses His people too.  God 
uses Joseph (and the God-given ability to interpret dreams) to accomplish His purposes (v.25).  We must welcome 
God’s plans and be willing to be used.

Joseph Rises to Power
Genesis 41:37-57                 

I have just finished reading the classic book called Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes.  It was awarded the 1944 
Newbery Medal for the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children in that year.  It is a book 
that fits my reading interests exactly.  I love both literature written for children and written about the Revolution-
ary War.  Johnny Tremain was a 14-year-old silversmith apprentice living in Boston during the lead-up to the War.  
Johnny became a courier for the Sons of Liberty, so he had interactions with Paul Revere, Samuel Adams and John 
Hancock.  The story reminds me of the spectacular story of the fall of Boston.  George Washington gives credit to 
God’s incredible hand of providence when odd weather allowed him to secure a strategic place called Dorchester 
Heights.  This led to the fall of Boston and kept the British from taking New England.  In this Bible story God’s 
hand of providence is incredible too.  God uses Joseph’s wisdom to establish leadership power that will bring great 
glory to God.  God brought the years of plenty and the years of famine such that “all the earth” might learn of His 
power (v.57). This is another act in a long developing story (14 years in these verses) that reveals God’s faithful 
and long-lasting provision for His people (providence).  Day-in and day-out God is with His people.  He keeps us 
through all types of struggles. This story is written that God’s people might be encouraged by God’s providence.  
The audience for whom this story is written is reminded to trust in God. 

Peter’s Confession
Matthew  16:13-20                     

This Bible story is sometimes called “The Confession of Peter.”  Have you ever watched a scene in a mystery movie 
that takes place in a courtroom?  Let’s say that in this movie, there are good guys and bad guys.  The lawyer for the 
good guys is very clever and makes one of the bad guys confess to the crime.  When one of the bad guys confesses 
he is forced to tell what really happened.  So now, the truth is revealed.  I am reminded of a movie like that in this 
Bible story.  In this story God the Father, who is in heaven (v.17) reveals deep spiritual things.  Some spiritual ideas 
are not revealed until God deems them to be.  However, we know a lot about truth because God has told us about 
it in the Bible. God has established the church (v.18) to be the way to protect His people even though attacked by 
God’s enemies (v.18).  God gives spiritual power to the church (v.19) in order that God’s people might endure. We 
are to be devoted to Peter’s confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  As we do those things that 
please Christ, it gives God glory and we (God’s people) are crowned with glory (Psalm 8, from last week). 
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