
No Purpose Thwarted
Job 42:1-6; 10-17

Did you read these verses yet? Slowly read verse 2 again. Job says, “I know that you can do all things, and that no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted.” That word thwart is a very funny-sounding word. What do you think it means? 
If you are thinking it is an ugly-looking growth on your hand, then you’re wrong. It doesn’t have anything to do 
with a wart. Warts are small growths on someone’s skin caused by a virus (I think). To get a clue of what thwart 
means, go back to the verse and ask yourself, “Whom is Job talking about?”  Who is it that can do all things? Who 
is it that has purposes that cannot be thwarted? I think you know who it is now. Job is talking about God! So he 
is telling us about God’s purposes. So what does the word thwart mean? It means “to try to stop something from 
happening.” So if you don’t want your baby brother (or sister) to crawl out the door, you could thwart him (or her) 
by closing the door. Or if you don’t want your Mom (or Dad) to know about her surprise birthday party, then you 
can thwart her by keeping what you know a secret. I bet you can remember a time when someone thwarted you. 
Maybe it was your purpose to stay up too late while watching an awesome movie about a kid who was saving 
the world, but your Dad thwarted you by asking you to go to bed (even though he did it so that you wouldn’t be 
grumpy at school the next day). So, now you know what the word thwart means. Job is teaching us that the only 
person who cannot be thwarted is God. Job says, “believe me, if God plans it (purposes it), what He plans 
will (absolutely) happen. So now answer these question with a “yes” or a “no.”  
 If God plans for you to know Him, will you? YES, you will. 
 If God plans for you to be safe, will you? YES, you will. 
 If God plans for you to love Him, will you? YES, you will. 
 If God plans for you to glorify Him always, will you? YES, you will. 
 If God purposes for us to know how great He is, will you? YES, you will. 
 If God purposes for you to serve Him, will you? YES, you will.
Isn’t it great that the word thwart has nothing to do with warts? Isn’t it great to know that the God we know has 
“all-power” (for big kids: omnipotent means all-powerful) and that no one can keep Him from doing good for the 
people He loves? YES, it’s great!

Peter’s Vision
Acts 10:9-35

Today, everyone who reads the Bible knows how God loves people from every nation (v.35). And today, it is very 
clear from the Bible how God loves all types of people. He loves people in our home country of North America 
and He loves people in countries far away from our home, like Iraq. He loves people in the very skinny country 
of Chile (look at a map), and He loves people in the really fat country (I mean really wide, of course) of Russia. 

He loves people in the old country of England, and He loves people in 
the very new country of Ukraine. He loves people in the huge country 
of Africa, and He loves people in the tiny country of Liechtenstein (get 
a magnifying glass and look in the Alps near Switzerland). Again, today 
everybody should know how God loves people from every country 
around the globe. Believe it or not, everybody doesn’t know it. There are 
still people in our world that think God only loves the people that THEY 
prefer He love. 

In our story, Peter (from Bible times) didn’t know it. He still thought that 
God only loved the Hebrew people. The Hebrew people were God’s 
chosen people. I think that people, like Peter, were very confused about 
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that. So God wanted to clear things up. This story tells us how God did it. He did it with a vision. A vision is just 
like it is written about in this story. It’s kind of like a dream. In this story, Peter starts to dream (goes into a trance) 
and sees a humongous sheet (yes, a sheet like the one on your bed, but it was as big as the earth). In the sheet 
were many types of animals to eat. In Bible times, some animals were considered clean; others were unclean to 
eat. Well, in Peter’s dream, he saw both kinds. Peter knew exactly what that meant. Like the different types of 
animals, it meant that God loved different types of people. If it were today, you might see yourself in a big family 
with brothers and sisters from China, and Africa, and Argentina, and Liechtenstein (although you probably wouldn’t 
know they were from Liechtenstein until they talked). Of course, the dream would mean the same as Peter’s vision. 
It would mean that, in God’s family, there are all types of people. I wonder what it looks like in heaven. Do you think 
we’ll speak in one big language that everyone will know? Wow, I’ve never thought about that! But I am very happy 
that all types of people will be there. 

Know My Heart
Psalm 139:1-24

When things go missing in your house, what do you do? Let me ask that question another way. When you lose your 
shoes, your jacket, or even a favorite toy, to whom do you go to for help to find it? There is only one choice (really). 
You wouldn’t go to your brother! He might be the one who took it in the first place. You wouldn’t go to your sister! 
She probably has it (and won’t tell you) until she is finished playing house with it. You won’t go to your dad, either! 
He would be better than your brother or your sister, but he would just say, “try to remember the last time you had it, 
and go to that place to find it.” That’s no help! Where would you go if you lost your $5 bill? I am certain you would go 
straight to your mother. Your mother knows everything, especially about what’s in the house. It’s like she has eyes 
in every room; she seems to be everywhere. And she has x-ray vision. She can look straight through a wall and 
know that your favorite socks are in the back of the closet. Of course, I’m just kidding about your mother knowing 
everything, and her ability of being everywhere and about how she has the power of x-ray vision. However, that’s 
what it seems like, doesn’t it? But, definitely, she is the one to help search for a missing item. Do you agree? 

Now, who do you think the writer of Psalm 139 is asking to help search his heart? You’re right if you said, “God.” 
God is the only one who is able to search inside our heart (except for maybe a doctor who does surgery on a heart, 
but we’re not talking about your real heart). This poem (remember that Psalms start with a silent “P,” the silent “P” 
reminds us of poetry, so Psalms is poetry about God), is talking about the center of who you are and why you do 
things. This Psalm says that God is the only one who knows all things (for big kids, the word is omniscient). It says 
that God can see in all places, all-the-time (for big kids, the word is omnipresent). In addition, this Psalm teaches 
that God is the only one with unlimited power (again for big kids, the word is omnipotent). So it seems like God 
would be the best one to do what needs to be done, especially searching for things. King David (of David and 
Goliath fame) was the writer of this poem. He wanted to make sure he was walking on the right path (so to speak). 
The only way for him to walk on the right path was for his heart to be right. (You need to know: if your heart tells 
you to turn left, your feet will turn left. And that might take you off the good path.) So, King David wants God to 
correct him, so that he will make it to the place God wants him to go (or he might get lost). I don’t know about what 
you think, but it would be one thing to lose a shoe or a sock, or even a $5 bill; but it 
would be much worse to get lost yourself. Don’t get lost, ask God to help you stay on 
the path - but if you do get lost, God will find you. That’s comforting to hear, isn’t it? 
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