The Lord’s Day in Worship

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 18, 2018

These forty days of Lent provide for us a season of reflection, of
repentance, and of joy, as we cling ever more tightly to our Lord
Jesus Christ.

“.the liturgical traditions of the Church, all its cycles and services,
exist, first of all, in order to help us recover the vision and the taste
of that new life which we so easily lose and betray, so that we may
repent and return to it. ... It is through her liturgical life that the
Church reveals to us something of that which "the ear has not heard,
the eye has not seen, and what has not yet entered the heart of man,
but which God has prepared for those who love Him."

—Alexander Schmemann
O Lord, make this Lenten season different from the other ones.
Let me find you again. Amen.

—Henri Nouwen

{ GATHERED WORSHIP: The Triune God Renews His People }
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Dan Edwards
(Congregational responses are italicized.)
fromIsaiah 1:16-18

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil,

learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression;
bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

"Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;

though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.
Your Father in heaven loves you and bids you come to Him.

We shall come and worship Him.

@ Congregation stand as able.
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HYMN OF INVITATION
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“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore!
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, love and pow'r.

Chorus:

I'will arise and go to Jesus,

He will embrace me in His arms;

In the arms of my dear Savior,

Oh, there are ten-thousand charms.

Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Lost and ruined by the fall;
If you tarry ‘til you're better,
You will never come at all.
(Chorus)

View Him prostrate in the garden,
On the ground your Maker lies!
On the bloody tree behold Him,
Sinner, will this not suffice?
(Chorus)

Lo! The incarnate God ascended,
Pleads the merit of His blood;
Venture on Him, venture wholly;
Let no other trust intrude.
(Chorus, twice)

Words: Joseph Hart; Refrain, source unknown. Music: Traditional American melody;
Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835.



PRAYER OF ADORATION

To the One Who made us after Your own likeness,

we come;

To the One Who sustains us, Who guides us and protects us,
we come;

To the One Who loves us and gave Himself for us,

we come;

To the One Who will One Day take us to be where You are,
we come;

To the One Who is worthy of all glory and honor,

we come and bow before Your divine majesty in wonder and praise,
in the matchless Name of Your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.
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READING FROM THE GOSPELS
Kim Killgore
Matthew 10:37-39

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me,
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy
of me. 3¥And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me. 3¥Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN OF DEVOTION

“Make Me a Captive, Lord”

Make me a captive, Lord, And then I shall be free;

Force me to render up my sword, And I shall conqu'ror be.

I sink in life’s alarms When by myself I stand;

Imprison me within Thine arms, And strong shall be my hand.

My heart is weak and poor Until it master find;

It has no spring of action sure, It varies with the wind.

It cannot freely move Till Thou hast wrought its chain;

Enslave it with Thy matchless love, And deathless it shall reign.

My pow'r is faint and low Till I have learned to serve;

It wants the needed fire to glow, It wants the breeze to nerve.

It cannot drive the world Until itself be driv'n;

Its flag can only be unfurled When Thou shalt breathe from heav'n.

My will is not my own Till Thou hast made it Thine;

If it would reach the monarch’s throne, It must its crown resign.
It only stands unbent Amid the clashing strife,

When on Thy bosom it has leaned, And found in Thee its life.

Words: George Matheson, 1890. Music: George J. Elvey, 1868 (DIDEMATA).



GIVING OF FIRST FRUITS

“Nothing But the Blood”
Children's Choir (Caleb Flores, Violinist)

What can wash away my sins?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Chorus:

Oh precious is the flow

That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know;
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Nothing can for sin atone:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Naught of good that I have done:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

This is all my hope and peace:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
This is all my righteousness:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Words and Music: Robert Lowry, 1876.



g2 PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the LORD be with you.

And also with you.

Greet one another with words of peace and reconciliation.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Taylor Brown

Visitors and members, please take a moment to fill out the
pew pad.

You may read all of our ministry announcements on page 20.

Children are dismissed at this time.

THE MORNING PRAYERS

Eric Getty



¥ READING FROM THE EPISTLES
Philippians 3:1-11

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to
you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.

2Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those
who mutilate the flesh. 3For we are the circumcision, who worship
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence
in the flesh— “though I myself have reason for confidence in the
flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the
flesh, I have more: scircumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law,
a Pharisee; %as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless. ’But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss
for the sake of Christ. ®Indeed, I count everything as loss because

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish,
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that
depends on faith— *°that I may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his
death, “that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection
from the dead.

All flesh is grass,

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,

but the word of our God stands forever.



HYMN OF LONGING

“Be Thou My Vision”

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art;
Thou my best thought, by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise;
Thou my inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart;
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won;

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav'n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall;

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Words: Ancient Irish poem, ca. 8th century; tr. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905;
versified by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912. Music: traditional Irish melody.

PIANO VOLUNTARY

“What Wondrous Love is This”

Words: American folk hymn. Music: The Southern Harmony, 1835;
arr. Rick Barnes, 2018.



MESSAGE

"OBTAINING TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS”
Sandy Willson




INVITATION TO THE TABLE

All who are united in Christ Jesus by faith and are baptized, communing
members of His visible Church are invited to come to the Lord’s Table. If
you are not communing but would like to participate, come forward and
fold your hands, and you will receive a prayer of blessing from the server.

The congregation will read aloud the portions that are italicized.

Prayer of Confession

Almighty God,

Whose eyes are to pure to look upon iniquity,

and Who cannot tolerate wrong,

we have sinned and done that which is evil in Your sight

and are deserving only of Your wrath and displeasure.

We have no hope, save in Your sovereign mercy,

but You have had pity upon us

and have provided full atonement in the sacrifice of Your Son,
wherefore we cast our burdens upon You with grateful assurance
and sing Your praise for all eternity,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

o

&3 Assurance of Pardon

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

—1 Timothy 1:15a
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you forgiveness of all

your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace
and consolation of His Holy Spirit.



&3 Apostle's Creed

X

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



Congregational Response
“Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning,

Is now, and ever shall be,

World without end.

Amen, amen.

Words: 2nd century. Music: Henry W. Greatorex, 1851.

Words of Institution
from 1 Corinthians 11:23-26



Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold

and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your Table, but you are the same Lord
whose property is always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to commemorate in this breaking of bread

the death of your dear son Jesus Christ,

that we may feed on him in our hearts by faith,

and that we may evermore dwell in Him,

and He in us. Amen.



Prayer of Consecration

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these
your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup
we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be one with
all who share this feast and united in ministry with your people
in every place.

This we pray in the name of the One who taught us to pray,
saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil,

for Thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

Ifyou desire gluten free bread, please walk down the center aisle, either upstairs or down,
and the server will provide it accordingly.



HYMNS FOR THE EUCHARIST

Congregation, please sing the Hymns for the Eucharist during Communion.

“Hide Away in the Love of Jesus”

Come, weary saints, though tired and weak,
Hide away in the love of Jesus;

Your strength will return by His quiet streams;
Hide away in the love of Jesus.

Come wandering souls and find your home;
Hide away in the love of Jesus;

He offers the rest that you yearn to know;
Hide away in the love of Jesus.

Chorus:

Hear Him calling your name;
See the depths of His love in
The wounds of His grace;
Hide away.

Come guilty ones, weighed down with sin;
Hide away in the love of Jesus;
The freedom you long for is found in Him;
Hide away in the love of Jesus.

(Chorus)

Come hopeless hearts, do not despair;
Hide away in the love of Jesus;
For ten thousand joys await you there;
Hide away in the love of Jesus.

Words and Music: Steve and Vikki Cook. © 2008 Integrity's Hosanna! Music
(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing (IMI)). Sovereign Grace Worship
(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing (IMI)).



“O Thou That Hear’st When Sinners Cry”

O Thou that hear'st when sinners cry,
Though all my crimes before Thee lie,
Behold them not with angry look,

But blot their mem'ry from Thy book.

Create my nature pure within,

And form my soul averse to sin;

Let Thy good Spirit ne'er depart,

Nor hide Thy presence from my heart.

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

A broken heart, my God, my King,
Is all the sacrifice I bring;

The God of grace will ne'er despise
A broken heart for sacrifice.

The God of grace will ne'er despise
A broken heart for sacrifice.

Words: from Psalm 51; Isaac Watts, 1719. Music: arr. by Lowell Mason, 1824.



&

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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Gracious Lord, You have fed us by Your Word and sacrament.
We are blessed to be Your children.

Grant us an unending vision of Your glory, and

send us forth into Your world to be a blessing to others,
through Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life. Amen.

% CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
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High King of heaven, my victory won;

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav'n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall;

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

%% BENEDICTION




MINISTRIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Children’s Worship Information. Following the Sunday morning worship
service, parents will find their children attending Children’s Worship in the
following rooms:

3K =C224 (available for the entire worship hour)

4K = C221 (available for the entire worship hour)

Kindergarten = C221 (dismissed during Passing of the Peace)

1st through 3rd Grades = C316 (dismissed during Passing of the Peace)

Holy Week Schedule. Please join us at Covenant during Holy Week,
beginning with gathered worship at 9:00 a.m. on Palm Sunday, March
25 (we will not have Sunday School that day). See the full schedule of
services listed on page 24.

Gospel Manhood. Men, join us Tuesday, March 20 for Gospel Manhood. Lunch
will be available beginning at 11:30 a.m., and we will meet in the Fellowship
Hall. Dan Edwards will continue our series with "The Man and His Children."
Invite your friends, small group, co-workers. (There is a $10 suggested
donation for lunch.)

Wednesdays@Covenant. March 21 is our final evening of Wednesday night
activities for the semester. Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. We have kidConnection for ages 3-6th grade, youth time, and choir
and adult studies—there is something for everyone! See page 23 for all
the details.

Journey Towards Purpose Workshop. Ladies, join us at Covenant for
"Journey Towards Purpose: A pathFinder Retreat” with Anna Nash on
April 13 (5:30-9:30) and April 14 (8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.). We will look at
what God says about your life and investigate some amazing things
about how He uniquely created you. The cost is $50, and you can learn
more about pathFinder and register at covpres.com/womens-ministry.

Come to the Table. Ladies, mark your calendars for our Spring event, "Come
to the Table" on April 24. We will have an opportunity to give to several of
our missions partners, hear from a panel of our members serving with local
missions, and gather in homes for dinner and fellowship in smaller groups.
Invitations coming after Spring Break!



THIS WEEK AT COVENANT: March 18 - 24, 2018

SUNDAY, March 18
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

MONDAY, March 19
8:15a.m.

TUESDAY, March 20
9:15 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, March 21
5:30-7:15 p.m.

Coffee Fellowship (Commons)

Gathered Worship (Sanctuary)

Children's Worship | 3 years through 3rd grade
Sunday School for all ages and stages

(see page 25 for details)

Senior and Junior High Small Groups

Women's Prayer Time (Ingram LInk's office)

Women's Study: Hope & Help for Mothers (E303)
Women's Study: Divine Design Discipleship (5104)
Women's Study: The Book of Romans (DIning Room)
Gospel Manhood (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesdays@Covenant
5:30-7:15 | Nursery Care (Nursery Floor)
kidConnection* (3rd floor; dinner included)
5:30-6:15 | Fellowship DInner (Fellowship Hall)
6:15-7:15 | Youth Activities (Youth Rooms)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal** (S103)
Marriage (E201)
Final Words for Friends: Jesus from
the Upper Room (Dining Room)
Praying Together (E305)

*register for kidConnection at covpres.com
**rehearsal begins at 6:00

Should you need pastoral assistance after our regular office hours, please contact our pastor
on call at 205-874-3559 (Marty Crawford, March 19-25).



FINANCIAL UPDATE preliminary through February 28, 2018

GENERAL FUND GIVING (135 Commitments totaling $1,922,262)

Budget Receipts Expenses
$584,647 $449,227 $550,975

2018 Operating Surplus/(Deficit): ($101,748)
2018 Operating Reserve: $480,251
2018 Line of Credit: $0

FAITH PROMISE GIVING (76 commitments totaling $199,045)

Budget Funds Received Funds Disbursed
$29,400 $31,950 $29,400

FAITH PROMISE RESERVE: $122,206

MISSION DISBURSEMENT FROM GENERAL FUND: $29,400

Ifyou have questions regarding the budget, please contact Marty Crawford
in the church office or members of the Joint Finance Committee:

Ty Dedmon Lee Sheppard
Gary Gorham Todd Sitton
Merrill Johnston Darrell Tucker
Mark Miller John Wood

‘ The Campaign for Covenant ‘

FAITHFUL overa LITTLE

Pledges (252 commitments): $3,506,682
Receipts: $2,975,702
Funds from sale of building: $1,987,385
Total funds provided: $4,963,087
Funds used for debt: ($1,983,644)
Funds available: $2,979,443
Costs to date: ($2,669,490)

Net funds available: $309,953



WEDNESDAYS@COVENANT

Spring Session: February 21 - March 21

Join your Covenant family each week for a time of food, fellowship, and
study. Like any family, we need to spend time together, check in with
each other, and break bread together. As we study God’s word and pray
with each other, this midweek time plays an important role in our growth
as a church family. We have something for everyone!

SCHEDULE

5:30-6:15 p.m.

5:30-7:15 p.m.

6:15-7:15 p.m.

Fellowship Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
serving lines remain open until 6:00;
$6/adult, $4/child with a $25 family max

Nursery Activities

(infants through 2 year olds; Nursery Level)
kidConnection*

(3 year olds through 6th grade; 3rd Floor)

Youth Activities (7th-12th grades; Youth Rooms)
Chancel Choir** (S103)
Adult Bible Studies

Marriage (E201)

Final Words for Friends: Jesus from

the Upper Room (Dining Room)

Praying Together (E305)

Ministry and Committee Meetings (as needed)

*dinner included, please register at covpres.com
**rehearsal begins at 6:00 p.m.



HOLY WEEK at COVENANT

We invite you to join us in worship as we reflect on the Passion of our Lord

and celebrate his Resurrection. All are welcome!

| PALM SUNDAY |
March 25
Gathered Worship | 9:00 am

| MAUNDY THURSDAY |
March 29
Fellowship Dinner | 6:00 pm

Gathered Worship | 7:00 pm

| GOOD FRIDAY |
March 30

Gathered Worship | 12:00 noon

| EASTER SUNDAY |
April1
Sunrise Service at Vulcan Park | 6:15 am
Pancake Breakfast | 7:00 am
Gathered Worship | 8:00 am

Gathered Worship | 10:00 am



SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMUNITIES

10:30 a.m.

Maps and directional signs are located around the church.

COMMUNITY | E305
CORNERSTONE | S104
CROSSPOINTE | S100
FOUNDATIONS | E304
LIGHTHOUSE | E301

LIVING STONES | E303
KINGDOM BUILDERS | E201
OPEN DOORS | S105
UPPER ROOM | S101

THRESHOLD | DINING ROOM

YOUTH | YOUTH AREA

All ages and life stages
30s and 40s

20s and 30s

30s and 40s

30s and 40s

40s and 50s

40s, 50s, and 60s

70s and above

50s, 60s, and 70s

Singles and newly married;
20s and 30s

Students grades 7-12



STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Marty Crawford, Church Administrator

David Driskill, Director of Ministries

Dan Edwards, Pastor to Children and Families
Ingram Link, Director of Women's Ministries

Sandy Willson, Interim Senior Pastor

MINISTRY AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Rick Barnes, Director of Musical Arts

Jami Bennett, Director of MDO and Nursery Ministries

Austin Braasch, Student Ministries Intern

Katie Caldwell, Director of Design and Production
Meg Cotney, Financial Secretary

Tyler Cuidon, Technical Director

Rachel Davis, Assistant Director of Girls Ministries
Katie Flores, Director of Pre-School Ministries
Phyllis Hamm, Assistant to Director of Ministries
Bill Hay, Pastor Emeritus

Kim Oliver, Assistant to the Interim Senior Pastor

Sara Litten, Director of Girls Ministries

Stacey Loyless, Director of Communications and Media

Traci Parker, Director of Food Services

Tyrone Perry, Facilities Manager

Brooke Stewart, Covenant Day School Director
Karan Stuart, Receptionist

Laura Tucker, Ministry Assistant, Children & Families

Victoria Williams, Pastoral Assistant

mcrawford@covpres.com
ddriskill@covpres.com
dedwards@covpres.com
ilink@covpres.com

swillson@covpres.com

rbarnes@covpres.com
jbennett@covpres.com
jabraasch129@gmail.com
kcaldwell@covpres.com
mcotney@covpres.com
tyler.cuidon@gmail.com
shields.rachel.c@gmail.com
kflores@covpres.com
phamm@covpres.com
bhay@covpres.com
koliver@covpres.com
slitten@covpres.com
sloyless@covpres.com
tparker@covpres.com
tperry@covpres.com
bstewart@covpres.com
kstuart@covpres.com
[tucker@covpres.com

vwilliams@covpres.com



RULING ELDERS

2017

Paul Loyless
Russell Martin
Mark Miller
Norman Pless
Charlie Regan
Lee Sheppard
Mark Taylor

DEACONS

2017

Lee Baker
Aaron Coffey
Paul Darden
John Gant
Jonathan Gidley
Grant Haines
John James
Stephen Mince
Carey Rome

Steve Stigler

2018

AC Frese

Eric Getty

John Hamilton
Daniel Murray
Warren Norville
Jason Peevy
Ben Walker
Clay Wheeler
Charles White

2018

Brandon Bishop
Nathan Collums
John Harrelson
Randall Lancaster
Matt Searson
Patrick Strong

Darrell Tucker

2019

Ty Dedmon

Jeff Dyess

Rick Flynn

Heath Henderson
Tom McKnight
John Smith T
Richard Thompson

2019

Jim Bennett
Gary Gorham
Keith Harrelson
Jeff Hayes
Steve Killgore
Steve Pfitzer
Brent Powell
John Shank
Todd Sitton
William Slappey
Billy Tapscott



BIBLE READING PLAN

These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use
them along with your worship guide as resources for readings, prayers, and hymns.
The scripture readings are from Ligonier Ministries and are designed around a one-
year cycle that will allow you to read through the New Testament or the entire Bible
in 2018.

MARCH READING PLAN

NUMBERS MARK
1 026-27 08:22-9:1
2 0 28-29 09:2-29
3/4 0 30-33 09:30-10:34
5 0 34-35 010:35-52
6 0 36-Deuteronomy 1 o114
DEUTERONOMY
7 02-4 011:15-33
8 05-7 012:1-27
9 0 8-10 012:28-44
10/1 o11-16 013:1-14:9
12 017-19 014:10-31
13 020-22 014:32-52
14 023-25 014:53-72
15 026-27 015:1-20
16 028 015:21-47
17/18 029-34 016-Luke 1:38
JOSHUA LUKE
19 01-2 01:39-56
20 03-4 01:57-80
21 05-6 02:1-21
22 07-8 02:22-52
23 09-10 o3
24/25 o11-14 0 4:1-41
26 015-17 0 4:42-5:26
27 018-19 05:27-39
28 020-22 06:1-26
29 023-24 06:27-49
JUDGES
30 01-2 07:1-35

31 03-7 07:36-8:39



