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In the ancient church, the period before Easter was used as a time of 
preparation for those seeking to be baptized at Eastertide. It was, and 
continues to be, a time of true repentance marked by fasting and prayer 
in preparation for the great feast of the resurrection. As followers of 
Christ Jesus, Lent is a season to look to Him, to identify with Him, 
and to learn to deny oneself by taking up the cross and following Him 
(Matthew 16:24).

The church began to dedicate 40 days before Easter Sunday (excluding 
Sundays) to this preparation, a number significant in the Christian tradition 
as it points back to Israel’s 40 years of wandering in the wilderness of Sinai 
and also Jesus’ 40 days of testing in the wilderness of Judea. Therefore, the 
Lenten season is a time to remember that though we and all God’s people 
have been unfaithful on our wilderness journey, Jesus has accomplished 
what we failed to do through His life, death, and resurrection, and we 
share in the benefits of His work by the power of the Spirit!

This year, Covenant is following Jesus through the Gospel according to 
Matthew, and each day we will have opportunities to reflect on King Jesus 
—his kingship, his compassion, his mercy and grace—and to pray for 
the truths of the gospel to be made real in our lives. As we walk through 
Matthew’s Gospel together, we pray that we will be a people who believe 
deeply that Jesus, Immanuel, is the true King, that he has called us to share 
in the shalom of his kingdom, and that he is with us even to the end of 
the age as we share the glories of his kingdom with the world!
 





You are weighed down; you are worried.
Child I see you; child I know you.

Bring your burdens; bring your labor.

Come to me.
Come to me, come to me,

Come to me if you are weary.

I will give you, I will give you my rest.
I am gentle; I am humble.

Let me teach you, let me show you.
Trade your burden; mine is easy.

Come to me.

— 
"Come to Me," Wendell Kimbrough



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17  |  ASH WEDNESDAY 

Matthew 10:1-15 

Lent is a season of intentional deprivation because it is a season where we 
tell ourselves hard truth with more than words. Matthew keeps telling us 
the kingdom of heaven has arrived. But it has not yet arrived in fullness. 
Lent helps us take inventory of those parts of ourselves that are still oriented 
toward the kingdom that is passing away so that we can more fully align 
ourselves with the dawning Kingdom that shall never pass away.

In Matthew chapters 8 and 9 we see Jesus do remarkable things as he 
announces the kingdom (Matthew 9:35 is a great summary). Then in 10:1 
Jesus gives his disciples authority to do the works he was doing, waging  
war on darkness. So Matthew lists “the twelve apostles” (10:2-4). This  
group, with a number matching the number of Israel’s tribes, is a very 
diverse gang with some fishermen, a couple of accountants, and at least  
one revolutionary! This is no monochrome kingdom. The Lord’s call and  
the Lord’s work is for all kinds of people.

Then Jesus sends the disciples out on their first mission (10:5-15). It looks 
exceedingly narrow: no Gentiles, no Samaritans, but exclusively “the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” If we remember Genesis 12:1-3, this makes 
perfect sense. Israel is the family God chose to bless in order to bless every 
people group through them. Jesus too was Jewish, the seed of Abraham, true 
Israel in a person. The lost sheep of Israel will be the first to hear the Chief 
Shepherd’s voice.  

The Kingdom is at Hand!



An important summary for our Lenten purposes includes the following: 
1) The Kingdom arrived in Jesus, in his words and deeds (10:7-8) and 
through his chosen partners; 2) This kingdom is restorative—the sick 
are healed, the dead are raised, lepers are cleansed, and demons are sent 
packing; 3) Everyone must respond.

That was then. What about now? Throughout Matthew’s Gospel, many of 
God’s covenant people refuse to receive the good news of God’s kingdom. 
It will reach their towns, their neighborhoods, their homes. But many will 
reject the good news of the kingdom of God as though it were bad news. 
May this season of Lent enable you to take genuine inventory of your heart’s 
deepest alignment.

Oh Savior, King, and Lord, as you do great things, 
announcing your gracious kingdom, please open our 
ears to hear. Please enable us to respond to your voice. 
Grant us ears to hear and eyes to see. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

ROBBY HOLT 
Senior Pastor

P R A Y



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

Matthew 10:16-25 

Do you sometimes wish you could tell the future? Wouldn’t it be nice to 
know how things are going to turn out? Here, Jesus is telling his disciples 
about the future. He is warning about a harsh reality. These disciples, who 
have left everything to follow him, will face persecution and hatred. But 
they will not be left alone in their struggles. Jesus promises that he will be 
with them. The Holy Spirit will use their difficulties to make them God’s 
witnesses. The Holy Spirit will speak through them. 
 
Jesus is turning his attention to his disciples and the work he has for them. 
These are the men who are going to carry out his work after his death and 
resurrection. At first glance, I read this and feel sorry for them. But then I 
remember what they have. These men have received the gift of the kingdom 
of heaven. They are motivated by what Jesus has done for them to go out 
and share Christ with others. Matthew himself knew this. Jesus called him 
(Matthew 9:9-13) to give up his life as a tax collector to serve Christ. Matthew 
was transformed by encountering Jesus. He changed from living for himself, 
and taking material things from others, to living for God and being able to 
give what is of eternal value to others. 
 

Following in the Steps of Our Master



It’s not cheap to follow Jesus! It’s very expensive, but the price has been paid! 
Jesus’ death and resurrection mean that our greatest need has been met, and 
now we are free to trust Jesus to meet all of our needs. The disciples only 
understood this in part, but we have the entire canon of Scripture to show 
us what is true. We understand the future based on God’s promises in his 
word. God’s word gives us a correct perspective, just as Jesus was helping 
provide correct perspective to his disciples. This is our motivation to live for 
Christ today. We have his completed work on the cross and his completed 
Word to enable us to do the work He has called us to do. 

     Lord, you have taken care of our greatest need, our 
     sin problem. Forgive us for the times we take this for 
     granted. Let this be our motivation for sharing your  
     great name with others. Thank you that you do not 
     leave us alone in doing the work you’ve called us to do. 
     In Jesus’ name, Amen.

KATIE FLORES
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries/ 

Director of Enfold Disability Ministry

P R A Y



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

Matthew 10:26-33

What are you afraid of? Or maybe a better question is: What causes deep 
fear to rise in your heart? There are the common fears such as fear of losing 
a job, fear of lacking financial security, or fear of failure. Yet there is a certain 
fear that has risen to the forefront of our minds this past year and has taken 
charge of our lives in profound ways: the fear of death. 

This passage comes in the context of Jesus sharing his authority with his 
disciples, an authority to bring the good news to the desperately needy 
world (vv. 5-15), and Jesus is honest with those who follow him: you will 
bring the good news, and the world will hate you for it. They may even hate 
you to the point of taking your life, for “a disciple is not above his teacher, 
nor a servant above his master” (v. 24). Most of us have never faced the peril 
of this math equation: share the good news of Jesus = probability of physical 
death. But we do face this kind of equation: live faithfully and share the 
good news of Jesus = loss of job, or loss of financial security, or loss of “life” 
as I know it. And this kind of equation makes us afraid.

Jesus comes to his people on mission and says, “Do not fear them.” It is 
simple, and yet so difficult. Do not fear those who can kill the body, who 
can remove the comfort and ease of your life, who can take away all your 
pleasures, who could take your life. Why? Because they ultimately have no 
power. We place our wise, godly, reverential fear at the feet of the Father.

Fear Not!



Jesus reminds us here that we belong, body and soul, unto our faithful 
Savior. He has done the impossible and numbered every hair on our heads. 
He knows us intimately (Psalm 139), and cares for us with an everlasting 
love. Because his power is complete (he has the power over body and soul), 
and his care is tender, we have confidence to say in the light and proclaim 
on the housetops that Jesus is Lord, that his is the kingdom both now and 
forever more, and that his mercy is more.

     Merciful Father, you have known us from before 
     our birth, and you have called us to yourself. Remind 
     us that we have no reason to fear, and enable us by 
     your grace to proclaim from the housetops that Jesus 
     is Lord over all the earth and that his kingdom of 
     peace has come, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

JOSH JOHNSON 
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

Matthew 10:34-42

The words of Jesus here are disturbing. Maybe that’s the point. Dare we 
fall into the trap of thinking that following Jesus, that discipleship, is easy. 
Jesus is telling us that following him will create trouble—even within one’s 
family. The mission of Jesus is tough and divisive because it is not of this 
world. It requires us to have different loyalties and affections than the world. 
It requires us to make Jesus the most important person in our lives. That is 
why he can say some of the things about our moms and dads. (We wouldn’t 
let anyone else say these things about our mommas.)

It is very important to note that Jesus does not ask us to go anywhere that 
he has not already gone. When Jesus asks us to take up our cross, we do 
so knowing that Jesus was taken up on a cross. Jesus lost his life so that we 
can receive life. If we make the purpose of our life trying to “make it,” Jesus 
promises that this search will end in destruction. Life was not meant to be 
lived like this. But it is so hard to not buy into the lie that if we obtain the 
best job, live in the best neighborhood, make a name for ourselves that then, 
and only then, we will truly be living. Then we will be happy. 

Friends, jobs aren’t bad, nice neighborhoods aren’t bad, success is not bad. 
It is bad, it is destructive, when we place supreme value in them. Then 
where is life found? I believe the best answer is found in Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians. Colossians 3:3 says, “For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God.” As a follower of Jesus, life is found hidden in Christ. 

Worthy of Christ and His Kingdom



This is an every-moment-current-reality for the Christian. May we live 
today, and every day, under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit to pursue 
a life that we already possess.

     Father, forgive me for trying to find life where it 
     cannot be found. Forgive me for pursuing things 
     that are ultimately destructive. Thank you, Jesus, 
     for uniting yourself to me, and me to you. In your 
     holy name I pray, Amen.

DAVID DRISKILL 
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y





Broken, humbled to the dust
By Your wrath and judgment just,

Let my contrite heart rejoice
And in gladness hear Your voice;
From my sins, O hide Your face,

Blot them out in boundless grace.

— 

“God, Be Merciful to Me,” Richard Redhead



children's devotion 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

Read Matthew 10:1-20

Jesus has just told his disciples that there are many people who 
are like sheep without a shepherd (9:36). There are many people 
who are ready to hear the good news of the Kingdom! In Matthew 
10, Jesus calls 12 men to go out and tell these people about 
the Kingdom. These 12 men are Jesus’ disciples. Their names 
are Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, 
Matthew, James, Thaddeus, Simon, and Judas. Jesus sent these 
men out, telling them to go to the lost sheep of Israel and say, 
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” This is the same message 
that Jesus has been telling the people, but now he has 12 other 
men helping him. This is an important message to get out! Jesus 
tells the disciples to take care of people’s spiritual and physical 
needs. Jesus gives them the power to do all that he is asking them 
to do. He tells them that it will be hard but that he will be with 
them and will even speak through them.

King: 



We learn that Jesus is a compassionate King. He cares for 
people who are lost. Jesus is also the King who is always 
with his people.

His Kingdom is eternal. The message that Jesus wants to 
share with people is very important because he wants lost 
people to be found and to live with him forever in eternity.

 

It is sometimes hard to be Jesus’ disciple. It may cost us a lot 
actually. But being his child means that we have the very best 
reward. We have eternal life in heaven with him! We have this 
because he paid the biggest price for us. He died on the cross 
to rescue us from our sin problem. We are well taken care of!

We all want to be strong, but Jesus is actually telling us that 
he is strong for us. He gives his children his power to do 
the work he has called them to do. In Jesus’ upside-down 
Kingdom, we do not have to be strong. He is strong for us! 
Where have you experienced Jesus’ strength?

King: 
The

His 
Kingdom: 

His 
Child: 

His 
Way: 



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21  |  FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

Matthew 11:1-19

Signs, signs, everywhere there’s signs. Signs are an important aspect of our 
lives and serve a multitude of functions. Signs give us direction. They tell 
us where to go, where not to go, how far we have gone and still have to go. 
Signs keep us on our route. Signs also warn. They also serve to confirm title 
and person, like the one hanging outside an office. Signs are so ordinarily 
fixed in our lives that we sometimes ignore them. Throughout Scripture, 
signs have some of these same functions, to which we might add that events 
or deeds function as “signs.”
 
The “signs” or more precisely “the deeds” of Jesus in Matthew 11 function 
in this way (the Greek word for “sign” does not occur in this particular 
passage). All around Matthew’s gospel, those who witness Jesus’ words and 
deeds ask for signs (4:12-17; 12:38-42; 16:1-4; 24:3, 24). Yet, the very 
words and deeds of Jesus proclaimed and performed before their very eyes 
provide the “signs” they were searching for. 

Somewhat surprisingly, in Matthew 11:1-19, we find John asking the 
question, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
This is the same John who relinquishes two of his disciples to Jesus with 
the words, “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:35-45). One commentator suggests that, “John’s question is crucial 
for the reader of Matthew because it focuses on the significance of the 
conflicting responses to Jesus. John’s doubts should not be downplayed 
but given full force” (Turner, Matthew, BECNT, 290). 

Signs of the Kingdom



From his prison cell, John’s expectations of Jesus may not align with Jesus’ 
ministry. Perhaps he expects something more immediate. Perhaps we share 
that same tendency at times. John’s question in the Greek gives us a more 
explicit view of his question: should we look for a heteros? That is “another 
of a different kind.” Should we look for a different type of Savior/Messiah 
than you? 

In summary fashion, Jesus answers with what might be called a broad echo 
of Isaiah, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them” (Matthew 
11:4-5; Isaiah 26:19; 29:18; 35:5; 42:7, 18; 61:1). In other words, what 
Isaiah said finds its fulfillment in Jesus. Blessed is the one who is not 
offended by him.

Lord Jesus, we are prone to wander and doubt. 
We prefer the immediate over the measured pace of 
discipleship. Align our expectations with your very 
own and shape us by  your Word. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

JUSTIN RICHARDSON 
Assistant to the Church Adminstrator

P R A Y



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

Matthew 11:25-30

What is heavy on your heart today? Do you feel invisible? Do you feel 
“less than?” Are you anxious about finances? Are you discouraged? Are 
you concerned about family members? We can become overwhelmed 
when we see all of the places in our lives that seem to be falling apart 
and falling short. Maybe you haven’t studied enough for that test. You 
are not ready for that presentation. You are buried in laundry or yard work 
or errands or proposals. We can sit in these places and become more and 
more discouraged and lost. 

Or we can draw near to our Father, the Lord of heaven and earth. The Son 
has chosen you! He tells us in verse 28, “Come unto me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” What does that look like? How 
do we draw near? In the midst of our heaviness, how do we come to the 
Son? My heaviness reminds me of the Israelites as they wandered in the 
desert. They forgot. They forgot who God was and what he had done for 
them. They found themselves in a place of unbelief over and over again. 
I forget who God is and what he has done for me. That is often how I 
find myself in those places of discouragement, failure, and loneliness. 

Come Unto Me...



God leads me, a little child, graciously back to him, with wisdom and 
understanding. He reminds me who he is—the Father. The Father, who has 
sent his Son, who is gentle and lowly in heart, who gives rest to my soul and 
yours. His yoke is easy and his burden is light, and that rest is a beautiful 
place of solace for his children who are often weary and heavy laden.

Lord, thank you! Thank you that in your great mercy  see 
how tired we are, how quickly we forget, how slow we are 
to come unto you. Thank you that in your great kindness 
you draw us to yourself and you gently restore and redeem 
us. You shine light in the dark places. Thank you, Jesus. 
In your name, Amen.

INGRAM LINK 
Director of Women's Ministries

P R A Y



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

Matthew 12:1-8

The Pharisees challenged Jesus and his disciples on their observance of 
non-biblical, man-made rules regarding the Sabbath—a day of rest given 
by God. Jesus could have taken this as an opportunity to rebuke them for 
their self-righteous religion (which he does elsewhere!), but instead, he seizes 
the opportunity to teach them a few things about himself. First, he reminds 
them of an occasion upon which David broke a technicality of the law in 
order to fulfill the spirit of the law. The implication is that if this was okay 
for David, how much more so for one who was greater than David? But 
then it gets really intense.  He says that not only is he greater than David, 
but greater than the Temple. Huh? David was a king, but the Temple was 
God’s very meeting place with his people. How could Jesus be greater than 
the Temple? Then it gets yet more audacious still. Not only does he claim 
to be greater than David and greater than God’s meeting place on earth, but 
the Lord of the Sabbath. Who could be Lord of the Sabbath except the One 
who created the Sabbath, who set it apart as holy? This was Jesus. The Creator 
who had stepped into his creation. This is how Jesus could also be greater 
than the Temple. God once met with his people through the mediation of 
priestly sacrifices, through types and shadows, but now he will meet with 
them face to face in the incarnate Son, Jesus Christ. 

Something Greater Than the Temple 
is Here



C.S. Lewis once remarked that a person who said the kind of things Jesus 
said was either a lunatic, the devil from hell, or truly the Son of God. If the 
devil or a lunatic, we ought to disregard him completely. But if the Son of 
God, we must fall at his feet in worship. Which will you do?

     Lord Jesus, we worship at your feet as the Great 
     David’s Greater Son, as the true meeting place of 
     God with his people, and the Lord of true Rest. In 
     your name, Amen.

JOHN FOUNTAIN 
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

Matthew 12:9-14

We must not miss the significance of the teaching about the Sabbath in the 
account of the interaction of Jesus with “a man with a withered hand.” In 
the previous verse, we have this truth: “For the Son of Man is lord of the 
Sabbath.” This familiar story illustrates that truth. Jesus, coming from the 
grain field, enters the synagogue. It’s the Sabbath. There among the Pharisees 
is the man with the withered hand. The man says nothing, yet the Pharisees 
speak as they seek to challenge the authority of Jesus, “Is it lawful to heal 
on the Sabbath?” Clearly, the Pharisees are looking for a chance to show 
that Jesus is a Sabbath-breaker. Everyone knew that the Sabbath was given 
by God as a day of rest—it was written into law. If Jesus did this healing 
work he could be charged with violating the Sabbath. Easily, Jesus could 
have waited a day. Had he, Jesus could have kept the law that was so dear 
to the tradition of the Pharisees. So, what did Jesus do? Not even touching 
the man, Jesus says, “Stretch out your hand.” The man obeyed. And the 
hand was restored. The Scriptures say the hand was “healthy like the other.” 
Complete healing! Jesus illustrates his teaching from verse 12, “it is lawful 
to do good on the Sabbath.” Verse 14, “But the Pharisees went out and 
conspired against him, how to destroy him.” 

What had the Pharisees missed? A couple of things. They had placed more 
value on their own traditions, and changed a “delight” into a “burden.” 
God’s values are far higher. Showing mercy is always right! In the verses prior 
to this passage Matthew reminds us what God values: “I desire mercy, and 
not sacrifice.” The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 

The Purpose of Sabbath



That said, we learn that the sovereign ruler over all, including the Sabbath, 
is Jesus Christ. It is Jesus to which the Sabbath points. May we worship 
him as the Lord of the Sabbath, for he has all authority and is worthy to 
be worshiped.

     Heavenly Father, I pause to consider how, when, and   
     where I put more value on my traditions. Help me to 
     see your values. Help me to be merciful today. And 
     as you grant me that request, help me to see your mercy 
     shown in Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath. May I 
     worship you through Christ alone. In Jesus’ name, 
     Amen.

JOHN FOUNTAIN 
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

Matthew 12:15-21  

What would the chosen one look like? How would those waiting know 
when their Messiah had come? What would be his message, and what 
would be his manner?

Isaiah answers these questions in advance, and Matthew pulls together the 
threads of prophecy as he weaves his gospel. A few chapters later, in Matthew 
15 at Jesus’ transfiguration, God’s voice from heaven confirms that he is well 
pleased by the work of the Savior.

As Matthew quotes from Isaiah, the Gentiles are mentioned twice. This is 
not just for Israel. There is no ethnic limitation. There are no walls. The 
Gospel is for everyone, everywhere, for all time, and the promise is justice 
and hope. Regardless of what we see and experience on any one given day, 
God, through Jesus Christ, is working out His plan to ultimately bring 
justice and hope to all people.  

The way the Savior achieves this is by serving, serving even to the point 
of death on a cross. He will not quench a smoldering wick or break a 
bruised reed, but our chosen one was broken and poured out as an offering 
for sin. His offering was accepted by God to satisfy divine justice. Hope 
comes as we trust that God continues to work out his sovereign plans day 
by day and moment by moment.

God's Servant



     Father, thank you for loving me and showing me 
     how to serve. Thank you for not quenching my 
     often-smoldering flame. Forgive my weak faith. 
     Renew my soul with hope in you. By your Spirit, 
     fill me with new life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

MARTY CRAWFORD 
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

Matthew 12:33-37

A tree is known by its fruit. 

As Jesus speaks of trees and fruit, treasures and deeds, good and evil—all of 
this begins in the heart. The heart is the center of our thoughts, emotions, 
and desires. And from our heart flows what we say, what we do, and who 
we love. 

Jesus paints a vivid picture when he calls the religious leaders a “brood of 
vipers” revealing the poisonous venom, the evil within their hearts. From 
the depths of their hearts, they desired to protect their power, promote 
themselves, and prohibit people from following Jesus. Their words and deeds 
flowed from the abundance of who and what their hearts loved, adored, 
worshiped—it was not Jesus. The religious leaders may have fooled many 
people into believing that they were good trees and their rules and systems 
were good fruit, but Jesus knew their hearts.  

Jesus knows our hearts. Our hearts would be like the “brood of vipers,” if 
not for the redeeming work of Jesus on the cross. But now we are a new 
creation, created for good works in Christ Jesus. We are being sanctified, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit we will produce good fruit. 

Of Trees and Fruits



If we are known by our fruit, then brothers and sisters in Christ, may we 
be known as a body of redeemed sinners who from the abundance of our 
hearts flow words of truth, encouragement, and praise. May we be known 
as believers that from the treasure of our hearts flow humility, compassion, 
and loving care to our families, friends, neighbors, and enemies.

     Dear Jesus, you are worthy of all love, adoration, and 
     worship! Fill our hearts with your Word and, by the 
     power of the Holy Spirit, produce in us good fruit so 
     that we may be known as your people and bring you 
     great glory! In your name, Amen.

LAURA TUCKER
Director of Children's Ministries

P R A Y



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

Matthew 12:46-50 

What does unity across (fill in the blank) lines look like? How can we 
be united with people who are different than us in language, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic standing, political views, popularity? Since there are so 
many differences to overcome, is unity even something worth working 
toward? In a year of increasing disunity, Jesus has hope-filled words for us 
on Christian unity and why it matters. 

First, and probably the most noticeable, Jesus didn’t stop speaking with 
the crowd because his biological family asked for him. He even questions 
who his mother and brothers are! Jesus isn’t disowning his family, but he’s 
paving the way for an even better and closer community than biological 
family. His family crosses all lines and is bound together by faith. What 
a hopeful, captivating vision of unity! Unbreakable, intimate, bold, and 
expanding—all because its foundation is Christ Jesus. 

Jesus’ true family of faith is expanding. It’s not based on performance 
or being a particular type of person—Jesus invites all people to come into 
his imperfect, struggling family and to find rest and unity in him. Notice 
the progression of what the crowd is called, from “the people” to “his 
disciples” to “brother, sister, and mother.” Jesus is no longer just a teacher 
but a family member. There is an obvious intimacy that Jesus shares with 
all believers that surpasses even biological family. And all around the world 

Jesus’ True Family 



today, people of all ages, nationalities, languages, and abilities are coming 
to Jesus and hearing, “welcome, sister” and “welcome, brother.” 

Unity in Jesus is a global perspective. Indeed, the Gospel is for all nations 
(Matthew 28:19). Jesus’ family of faith crosses all lines because faith in him 
is all that is required. It can be awkward, uncomfortable, and dangerous to 
extend a hand of unity across dividing lines, but praise be to God that he 
has done that for us.

     Father, thank you that you have called us sons and 
     daughters and that you have brought us into your 
     family of faith. We are no longer outsiders but are 
     united together in Christ and we praise you for that. 
     We confess that we struggle to do the same for others, 
     especially those who are not like us. We ask that you 
     shape this desire in us and give us boldness in Christ. 
     In his name we pray, Amen. 

DANIEL SLUIS
Assistant Director of Guys’ Ministries

P R A Y





A broken heart, my God, my King,
Is all the sacrifice I bring;

The God of grace will not despise 
A broken heart for sacrifice.

My soul lies humbled in the dust,
And calls Your dreadful sentence just: 
Look down, O Lord, with pitying eye, 
And save the soul condemned to die.

—
“O God that Hears When Sinners Cry,” Isaac Watts 



Read Matthew 12:9-14

Not everyone is excited about Jesus. There are actually people 
who do not like Jesus and are standing against all that he is saying 
and doing. The Pharisees are one of these groups, and they have 
made up extra rules about what a person can and cannot do on 
the Sabbath, the day of worship. Here, they are upset because 
Jesus has healed someone on the Sabbath and their rules say that 
this is not ok. How does Jesus respond to them? Jesus reminds 
them about what is important. This man with the withered hand is 
important. Seeing God’s glory shown through healing is important. 
Loving God is important. Taking care of others is important. It is 
not important to follow extra rules made by man. But the Pharisees 
still do not understand. Verse 14 tells us that they actually believe 
quite differently than Jesus. The Pharisees will continue over and 
over again to try to figure out a way to stop Jesus. As Jesus heads 
towards his death on the cross, the Pharisees will think that they’ve 
won. But they haven’t! Jesus will not stay dead. What Jesus thinks 
is important will keep being shared by Jesus and his disciples. The 
church will grow and continue to share what Jesus says is important 
with everyone. Nothing can stop what is most important!

children's devotion 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

King: 



Jesus is the authority. This means that he is in charge because 
he knows the most about what is important. Jesus knows the 
most because he was in the beginning with God and created 
all things.

His kingdom is unstoppable. Jesus’ kingdom is true, even 
though not everyone understands it. Jesus is still building his 
kingdom today as what is most important spreads all over 
the world.

Those who belong in his kingdom are called his children. We 
do not have to understand everything that Jesus says is most 
important. We simply have to trust in the one who is the authority 
over all things. We can listen and learn over our whole lives, to 
understand better about what Jesus says is most important.

 

Jesus has told us what is important in the Bible. This is our source 
of information, and we know it is the true word of God. It’s easy 
to want to make our own rules about what is important, but 
Jesus has already given us all that we need. Think about what 
we say in our worship service every week:

All flesh is like grass, 
And all it’s glory is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But the word of our God stands forever.

King: 
The

His 
Kingdom: 

His 
Child: 

His 
Way: 



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28  |  SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

Matthew 14:13-21 

Lent is a season of deprivation. We deny ourselves because our Lord told us 
“whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 10:39). But we also 
deny ourselves because of his example. Jesus, who had less accommodations 
than foxes and birds (Matthew 8:20), grieved the brutal murder of his cousin, 
John the Baptist (14:1-12), withdrawing “in a boat to a desolate place by 
himself.” From birth to the cross, the King of Glory meekly accepted a life 
of discomfort and ignominy.

But his “alone time” didn’t last long. The crowds, sick and hungry—
desperate—as they were, pursued him on foot. So see Jesus, exhausted and 
saddened, having compassion and healing the sick. Sit for a few minutes 
in Matthew 14:13-14. Behold the man, tired and needing rest. Behold our 
Lord, granting rest and respite from sicknesses and sorrows.

How remarkable that one so great employs weak and stubborn partners! His 
disciples came at dusk saying, “I guess it’s about time to get rid of all these 
needy people.” It was late. The place was desolate (14:15). And see, they had 
so little (the disciples merely had five loaves of bread and two fish, 14:17). 
How far could THAT go? Real problems. Scarcity. Needs. Hunger. A lack 
of faith.

Jesus often gives simple commands. Here’s one in verse 18: “Bring them 
(the loaves and the fish) to me.” Jesus took charge, settled the people, and 

Feeding in the Wilderness 



“looked up to heaven and said a blessing.” Then he distributed enough for 
every person there. His eyes, looking up show the Source of blessings. His 
hands, reaching out, show his commitment to do great things through his 
disciples (14:16, 19). 

He took the little they had. He ministered to everyone in need. He fed them 
through the hands of the disciples who wanted to send them all away. Surely 
this summons us to bring our resources to this King to watch him bless 
others through our hands. What a privilege!! 

One last thing. How many disciples were there? Yes, twelve. After Jesus took 
silly partners and did a marvelous miracle—THOUSANDS fed—with their 
little victuals, they had TWELVE baskets full of leftovers! Too much! 
Too much Lord!

     Oh Lord, let us pay less attention to what we have 
     or do not have and pay more attention to your 
     compassionate heart, your tireless love, your limitless 
     resources. Please Lord, open our clinched fists and use 
     our hands, even ours, to bless the nations in your 
     name! In your name, Amen.    

   

ROBBY HOLT 
Senior Pastor

P R A Y



MONDAY, MARCH 1 

Matthew 14:23-33 

This story immediately follows Jesus feeding the five thousand. Notice that 
Jesus “makes” the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him—a task 
that would have felt as familiar and controllable to them as driving does 
to us. He sends seasoned fishermen in a boat on a small sea to simply row 
across to the other side.

But having gotten out into the sea, they’ve come upon a storm. The Sea 
of Galilee is only about eight miles at its widest part, so the journey should 
have only taken around four hours for experienced rowers. Yet the disciples 
have rowed all evening, all night, and into the morning with little progress. 
They are stuck. One moment they’re feeling at ease and powerful, the next 
moment they’re panicked and feeling powerless. Their skills are no match 
for the circumstances they find themselves in. Yet, on they row, on their own 
strength, hour after hour.

Isn’t that a picture of us sometimes when we try to control our lives? When 
we think we can control our circumstances and the outcome of things, we 
look a lot like the men in this boat—rowing small paddles in a small boat 
against giant waves and powerful winds that are far beyond our skills and 
abilities. 

Jesus on the Water 



Notice, this is when Jesus enters the scene. That’s not to say he had ever 
abandoned them, but it is to say he let them experience a strong sense of 
desperation. Why? Because that is typically the only time we’re willing to 
reach for him. Charles Spurgeon once said, “When we come to the end of 
self, we come to the beginning of Christ. Every last penny we possess tempts 
us to pretend, but absolute bankruptcy sets of free...to go to him who saves 
without money, without price. Glad am I when I meet a man who is starved 
out of his self-sufficiency.”

The scene ends with Peter leaving his boat and walking to Jesus. Hand 
outstretched, he utters three words: “Lord, save me.” This is the beginning 
of life.

     Father, remind us that the meek will inherit the 
     earth. Help us to feel free in acknowledging our   
     smallness because we are in the hands of a great 
     Savior. In Jesus’ name, Amen.   

   

WALT DAVIS 
RUF Pastor, Samford University 

P R A Y



TUESDAY, MARCH 2 

Matthew 15:1-9 

In this passage Jesus makes a deep-cutting profession that ought to arrest 
even the sincerest of faithful Christians: only God’s Word has the power to 
transform the heart and direct it in true worship and affection for the Lord.

Several Pharisees and Scribes (men who knew the finer details of God’s 
Word) have come to Jesus with a concern regarding the cleanliness of Jesus 
and his disciples. They are concerned about the apparent lack of concern 
for the tradition of the elders. Traditions, so these men believed, that were 
sacred and enabled one to avoid “defilement” so that one could participate 
in the life and worship of God’s holy people. In other words, in order to 
rightly worship God, you had to be clean, and Jesus and his disciples are 
straying into uncleanliness.

Yet Jesus puts the true issue before them: Human traditions cannot make 
or keep you “clean,” and their authority cannot be put above God’s Word. 
Jesus notes, in a not so subtle way, that these men of the word have used 
the traditions to find “loop holes” so that they could get out of other parts 
of God’s word. Rather than “honor their parents,” they have not cared for 
them and instead have given an offering to the synagogue (an offering they 
themselves could partake of!). This is hypocrisy at its worst, and Jesus calls 
it out.

Word of God over Traditions 



For you and me, Jesus’ use of Isaiah is the crux of the matter—we too find 
all sorts of “loop holes” in our minds to tell ourselves we are “staying right” 
before the Lord, yet in our heart we care more about ourselves than our 
Savior. We honor Jesus with our lips on Sunday morning, but our hearts are 
wrapped around many other things. Though you might seem “clean” on the 
outside, Jesus is after your heart—your affections, your loves, your passions, 
your will. 

And here is the powerful statement: when we are cemented in God’s Word, 
our heart is close to him, our affections are turned toward Jesus, and our 
will comes to be aligned with his. Nothing but his word, by the power of his 
Spirit, can do that.

Gracious Father, forgive us for not caring about your 
Word, for going through the motions with our mouths 
and not allowing you, Jesus, to have our heart. By your 
Spirit, turn our deepest affections toward Jesus, so that 
we may worship him from the heart, in his name we 
pray, Amen.  

   

JOSH JOHNSON 
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3 

Matthew 15:10-20 

I recently was looking for a way to help preschoolers understand what it 
means to “trust” in the Lord. Trust is defined as a firm belief in the reliability, 
truth, ability, or strength of someone or something. I found that the American 
Sign Language for trust looks like reaching out to take hold of a rope. If you 
are talking about trusting in the Lord, then you reach up as if taking hold of 
a rope from him. This image has stuck with me for a long time.

The disciples are learning what it means to trust in the Lord and rest in him. As 
we know, learning about God is a gradual process. The disciples are learning 
the difference between the “religion” that the Pharisees practice and the call 
of Jesus to submit to him. Jesus tells them a parable describing the Pharisees 
as blind guides. The Pharisees are blind to their own hypocrisy. They make up 
their own traditions to follow and call it religion. 

We can be honest with the Lord about what is in our hearts. Superficial religion 
makes people want to look the part of a perfect disciple. Real submission to 
Jesus brings about confession of sin and then rest in his forgiveness of those 
sins. Jesus knows our hearts, inside and out, but he has come to transform our 
hearts to become more like his. This warning to watch what comes out of our 
mouths serves as a reminder that our words reveal what is in our hearts.
 

What Comes Out of the Heart 



When we seek “religion” over submitting to Jesus, we are trying to remain in 
control. Sometimes, like the Pharisees, we want to live by our own life code 
rather than trusting in our Savior. You see, if we are holding on to the Lord 
in trust, then our feet are no longer on the ground. How often do I want to 
think that I am reaching out to the Lord in trust but still wanting to keep 
my feet on the ground so that I feel like I’m in control? Trusting Jesus means 
giving it all to him...ours words, our actions, and our hearts.

Lord, you are trustworthy! Forgive us for trying to remain 
in control. Please help us to surrender everything to you. 
Thank you for revealing yourself to us and making us 
more like you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

   

KATIE FLORES 
Assistant Director of Children's Ministries/ 

Director of Enfold Disability Ministry

P R A Y



THURSDAY, MARCH 4 

Matthew 15:21-28 

The Jews were God’s chosen people. There were recipients of adoption, the 
glory, the covenants, the law, worship, and the promises. And from their 
race came the promised one—the Messiah (Romans 9). It is no surprise 
then that the Messiah came first to the Jews. One must also remember, 
though, that the election of the Jews was for the blessing of the nations 
(Genesis 12). Sadly, the purpose of election was often forgotten by God’s 
people. 

When the Disciples have an opportunity to bless an afflicted Gentile 
woman, they seek to send her away instead. Even Jesus’ response to her 
is a little alarming. What do we make of it? Jesus often welcomes the faith 
of Gentiles (non-Jews) and even holds them up as examples of true faith. 
It would be very out of character for Jesus to rebuke a Gentile for her faith, 
so this passage should probably be understood as Jesus actually testing her 
faith, drawing her out. And that’s exactly what happens...she grabs hold of 
the Abrahamic promise that the election of the Jews is for the blessing of the 
nations. Again, Jesus holds her up as a paragon of true faith, taking hold of 
the promises! 

The Faith of the Enemy 



How do we view those outside of the Covenant family? As an annoyance? 
As other? As unworthy or less than? As those from whom we need to 
protect ourselves and our families? Or as those whom God wants to bless 
through us. We have been chosen by God, not solely for our good but for 
the flourishing of those around us. Who has God put within your circle 
of influence that he wants to bless through you?

Father, forgive us for our selfishness and shortsightedness. 
Will you use us to make your kingdom come? In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  

   

JOHN FOUNTAIN
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



FRIDAY, MARCH 5 

Matthew 15:29-31 

Often it seems Jesus has no agenda. Here he’s just walking along the shore 
of the Sea of Galilee. He then goes up on a mountainside and sits down. 
He must have known he was being followed because after Jesus sits, things 
start to happen. Large groups come with many seeking healing. The crowd 
is huge, the needs overwhelming, but Jesus is a healer. That is why they have 
come. 

It would have been a clear demonstration of God’s power and glory if Jesus 
had healed all the sick that day instantaneously by commanding in a loud 
voice, “Be healed!” He easily could have done this. But instead, the sick are 
brought and laid at his feet. Repeatedly throughout the Gospels, those in 
desperate need come and fall at the feet of Jesus. What a wonderful place 
to be. I imagine in these encounters he gave each person much more than 
physical healing. During that moment of intimacy, because of who he was, 
Jesus communicated from his heart to theirs not only God’s incredible love 
for them, but also their inestimable value in his eyes. Therefore, afterwards 
not only were they healed physically but also touched deeply by the one who 
came to set them free by dying for them.

The crowd, witnessing the miraculous healings, was amazed and praised God. 
Also, those who had been laid at Jesus’ feet praised God but on a much 
deeper, intimate level. They came expecting to encounter a healer, but they 

Praise at the Feet of Jesus 



found themselves in the presence of God who met their needs more than 
they ever could have imagined.  When you encounter the living God, you 
are never the same. When you become aware of what God is doing in your 
life, you can’t help but praise him in awe and wonder.

Lord Jesus, help us each day to fall at your feet in 
desperate need of your healing touch and intimacy. 
Open our eyes to all that you are doing in our lives 
and fill our hearts with thankfulness and praise. In 
your name, Amen. 

   

TOM EDWARDS
Covenant Member since 1980

P R A Y



SATURDAY, MARCH 6 

Matthew 15:32-39 

These events occurred in a “desolate place.” Jesus was quite familiar with 
being hungry in a desolate place after spending forty days and nights fasting 
in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11). 

Jesus had also instructed his disciples to pray for “daily bread” (Matthew 
6:1-15). So it is not a big surprise that we read that Jesus was unwilling to 
send the crowds away hungry.

The fundamentals of the gospel are all right here. A great multitude (the 
world we might say) had a great need (food). There was no way for this 
need to be met in any natural way. This was a desolate place: wheat may 
grow on stalks, but ready-to-eat loaves of bread don’t grow in the wild. For 
this need to be met, something supernatural was needed. Then Jesus did 
the impossible—he took seven loaves and a few small fish, and fed four 
thousand men, plus women and children. 

In John 6 Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven...
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." The 
transition from the mountainside in Galilee to over-the-mountain 
Birmingham is that we are the needy. Our physical pantries may be full, 

More Wilderness Provision 



but our spiritual emptiness requires supernatural provision. That is why 
Jesus became man. Further, the Good News is that Jesus is compassionate 
and unwilling to send us away hungry. Our Savior became the bread of life 
so that he could give himself to us. “For he satisfies the longing soul, and 
the hungry soul he fills with good things” Psalm 107:9.

Heavenly Father, I am needy. I am hungry. I am 
empty. Thank you for your mercy and compassion. 
Thank you, Jesus, for becoming the bread of life. By 
your Spirit, fill me, strengthen me, and satisfy me 
with true spiritual food. In Jesus’ name, Amen.    

   

MARTY CRAWFORD
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y





Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 
More than all in Thee I find:

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
Heal the sick, and lead the blind.

Just and holy is Thy name;
I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am,

Thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found,
Grace to cover all my sin; 

Let the healing streams abound;
Make and keep me pure within.

Thou of life the Fountain art,
Freely let me take of thee; 

Spring Thou up within my heart, 
Rise to all eternity.

— 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” Charles Wesley

 



Read Matthew 14:22-33

More and more people are coming to understand who Jesus is. Now 
there are crowds following Jesus, wanting to learn more about him. 
The disciples are still learning about who Jesus is, and here, they get 
a chance to really know Jesus better. They see Jesus pray to God, his 
Father. They see Jesus walking on the sea. They see Jesus calming 
them in their fear. They see Jesus save Peter. How do they respond 
to Jesus after they see all of these things? Verse 33 tells us that the 
disciples worshiped Jesus. The disciples understood more about what 
was true about Jesus and they responded in worship. The disciples 
said to him, “Truly you are the Son of God.” We get to see what is true 
about Jesus every day. We see what is true in his creation. We see what 
is true of Jesus in the Bible. What is our response? We are to respond 
in worship. We worship Jesus for all that he has done and all that he 
will continue to do. We worship him for all of the true things about him 
and we get to understand more about who he is every day. Jesus is 
worthy of our worship.

1) Q. Who made you?
          A. God. 
2) Q. What else did God make? 
          A. God made all things.
3) Q. Why did God make you and all things?
          A. For His own glory.
4) Q. How can you glorify God?
         A. By loving Him and doing what He commands.
5) Q. Why are you to glorify God?
         A. Because He made me and takes care of me.

children's devotion 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

King: 



Jesus is worthy of our worship. He loved us enough to come 
to us and call us be his people. Jesus came to earth to show 
us what God is really like.

Jesus loves his people and died for them so they can now 
spend forever with God in heaven. In heaven, we will worship 
Jesus as our king forever and ever.

We are created to worship. We get to show God how much 
he is worth to us. God is worth more than anything else in 
the world. Worship is our response to knowing God and 
being his child.

God calls us to worship and to remember all He has done 
for us. This is different than how the world tells us that we 
are most important and that what we do and have is most 
important. God is the most important! We worship him. 
How can you respond to Jesus today?

King: 
The

His 
Kingdom: 

His 
Child: 

His 
Way: 



SUNDAY, MARCH 7  |  THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Matthew 16:1-4 

Most of us have heard of the saying: “Red sky in the morning, sailors take 
warning. Red sky at night, sailors delight.” For weather, this sign is generally 
true. And all of us love “signs.” We’re curious, we want to know what’s 
happening, or what’s going to happen. Our text uses this weather sign, and 
man’s curiosity, to remind us of the sure sign of the One we are to worship, 
Jesus Christ alone. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees have come north from Jerusalem to team up 
against this One sent from heaven. They knew something extraordinary 
was happening. Yet they wanted the ordinary. They wanted their way, their 
own traditions, their own power. And Jesus was blocking that way. So, they 
tested him, “they asked him to show them a sign from heaven.” Apparently, 
the miracles (also called signs) of healing the sick, feeding the hungry, and 
calming storms were “signs from earth” and carried no heaven authority. 
They were missing the obvious! So, they ask for a special sign. Christ’s reply 
reveals their hard hearts. Be assured they had a “sign,” yet they rejected 
the obvious. Jesus says, “You know how to interpret the appearance of the 
sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign 
of Jonah.”

So, what is this sign of Jonah? You know the story. Jonah, the prophet to 
Nineveh, refuses to go and is sailing in an opposite direction. God ordains 

The Sign of Jonah 



a huge storm and Jonah’s ship is in peril. Jonah goes overboard and a great 
fish swallows him. In the belly for three days, Jonah prays. At last Jonah is 
vomited out upon dry land. God has rescued him from the fish and from 
his sin. In the same way, God rescues us from our sin. He sent Jesus. The 
“sign” was directly before the Pharisees and Sadducees...and it’s right before 
us, too. May we see Jesus, and never be guilty of demanding anything more 
to sway us. God has given us a clear and perfect sign. May we believe!

Heavenly Father, I thank you for the sign of Jonah, Jesus 
Christ. He suffered death on the cross, and three days in 
the tomb, and rose from the dead as a sacrifice for my 
sin. Thank you for my rescue. May I worship you today 
in gratitude for the hope I have in Christ. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

   

DAN EDWARDS
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



MONDAY, MARCH 8 

Matthew 16:5-12 

Just prior to Jesus and his disciples getting into a boat and crossing a lake, 
the Pharisees and Sadducees band together and challenge him. They ask 
for a sign so they could trap him. The fascinating thing to me is that the 
Pharisees and Sadducees came together at all. The Pharisees are the super 
spiritual; while the Sadducees are the super secular. Another way to put it; 
the Pharisees were the conservatives and the Sadducees were the progressives. 
(Don’t think politically, but more theologically.) But they were unified in 
trying to trap Jesus. Why? Because Jesus posed a threat to both of them and 
their theology and ideology. Neither accepted the teachings of Jesus fully. 
They both wanted more. They both wanted to add to the teachings of Jesus 
in different ways. Neither wanted to take Jesus for who he actually was. 

It is very easy for us to fall into the same trap today. We may want to add 
something more than just God’s word. We would just believe God “if ” 
he (fill in the blank). At the heart of this is not being satisfied with the 
sufficiency of the person and work of Christ. Is Jesus enough?

Our focus can often become our own insufficiencies. That’s what happens 
to the disciples here. They brought no bread. They are lacking. They fail to 
look at who they have, instead of what they have. Also, let’s not miss the 
irony and humor. These disciples have witnessed, not once but twice, Jesus 
take very little bread (and fish) and produce enough food to feed thousands. 

Beware the Leaven! 



And they are worried about not having any bread! They don’t believe Jesus is 
enough. This is what Jesus is warning them, and us, against. Don’t fall into 
the theology and ideology of either the right or the left. We have Jesus!

Father, forgive me when I fail to believe that Jesus is 
enough. Forgive me when I ask for more than what 
you’ve already given me. Forgive me for not believing that 
everything that I will ever need I already have in Jesus. 
Jesus, thank you for always being enough! In your name 
I pray, amen. 

   

DAVID DRISKILL
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



TUESDAY, MARCH 9 

Matthew 16:13-20 

The disciple Peter doesn’t have much of a filter. Not one who’s slow to speak 
or slow to anger for that matter. Not always saying or doing the right thing 
in the heat of the moment (RIP the soldier’s ear). Here, Peter gets it right. 
When Jesus asks the disciples, “who do you say that I am?” Peter answers 
like the kid in the front of the class with his hand stretched high, “Me! Pick 
me!” The answer that Peter gives is so much more than a statement, it’s a 
confession. “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” You are the 
Messiah, the Anointed One, the One that has come to fulfill all that God 
set out to do in creation, THE Christ.  

How does Peter know this? Jesus’ response to his confession lets us know, 
“…For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is 
in heaven!” What grace, hope, and truth is found in this glorious confession 
not just because of the truths within it but because of the person confessing. 
It was not Peter’s amazing leadership skills or his masters in theology that he 
knew who Jesus was but because the Father revealed himself. This is true for 
us. No matter how far away it might seem we should be from understanding 
who God is, it is his work that changes our hearts and draws us to himself. 
That also means that if you are in Christ, this confession becomes all the 
more important. It is a reminder that Jesus is who he says he is, that he 
will do what he has set out to do, and that he will graciously use us in that 
endeavor. Not because we have something to offer, but because he does.  

You are the Christ! 



“So when my body’s weak and the day is long, when I feel my faith is all but 
gone, I’ll remember when I sing this song that I believe. I believe he is the 

Christ, Son of the living God, my Lord, My Savior.” 
“The Good Confession,” Andrew Peterson

Lord, we pray that we would know this to be true in our 
own lives. We thank you that you have revealed yourself 
to us and pray that, because of your revelation, our only 
boast would be in you. Remind us of this truth  daily, 
hourly, even in the midst of a world that denies you. You 
are the Christ, Son of the living God. Amen. 

   

SARA LITTEN
Director of Girls' Ministries

P R A Y



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 

Matthew 16:13-20 

One of the most important questions of human experience is the question 
of identity: who am I? There can be many answers to this question. For 
instance, I am a son of the King, a husband, a father, a pastor. To truly know 
me, you have to know something about these identities. Here we see Jesus 
testing how well the disciples understand his identity—who he is. In some 
ways Matthew’s whole gospel account has been building towards this scene. 
Jesus has been revealing himself to them, little by little, and now he’s going 
to see if they get it, if they get him. “What are others saying about me?” 
“What do you say about me...who do you say that I am?” By God’s grace, 
and only by God’s grace, Simon Peter nails it. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God. A true understanding of who Jesus is, and ultimately what 
he came to do, is the foundational corner stone of God’s work in the world 
through his church. The very gates of hell will not prevail against the one 
who knows Jesus as Messiah. So who do you say Jesus is? 

Jesus and His Church 



Father, thank you that you have revealed the great truths 
of the gospel to your people. We confess Jesus as Lord and 
pray that you would build your church through us and 
this great confession. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

   

JOHN FOUNTAIN
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



THURSDAY, MARCH 11 

Matthew 16:21-23 

Things are heating up for Jesus. The Pharisees and Sadducees are all up in 
his business. They are questioning him and harassing him, attempting to 
discredit him and his teaching, as well as find a reason to get rid of him. 
Even though Jesus knew this was coming, he knew he had come to die, to be 
put to death, we must remember he is fully God and fully man. Humanly, 
how did he hold fast to his Father as he faced the hatred and vilification 
of so many? How did he push past the discomfort and stay focused on the 
mission that he had been sent to accomplish? He is preparing his disciples 
for his suffering, his death, and his resurrection. Jesus does not back down 
from the purpose of his life here on earth—to glorify the Father through his 
death. He did not deserve to die. He was sinless, yet his great love for his 
people gave him the strength to set his mind on the things of God and not 
on the things of man.

Our mission is to glorify God and enjoy him forever. We are to be image 
bearers who bring the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ to those around us. 
May God fill us with the love of the Holy Spirit who equips us to set our 
minds on the things of God and not on the things of man. I want to hear 
the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” I want to hold fast to the 
mission that God has for me just as Christ held fast to his mission. 

The Christ's Mission



Christ singularly pursued the mission He was sent to earth to accomplish. 
All praise, honor and glory is due his name. We have life in Christ eternally 
because of his life, death and resurrection.
 

Father, thank you for sending your Son to rescue and 
redeem me from my sin and selfishness. Thank you that 
the blood of Christ cleanses me from all unrighteousness. 
Lord, I have been rescued because of the love of Jesus. 
Thank you! In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

   

INGRAM LINK
Director of Women's Ministries

P R A Y



FRIDAY, MARCH 12 

Matthew 16:24-28 

There’s a Home Depot ad that starts, “We are the doers.” There’s an entire 
advertising campaign all focused on self-dependence and the ability to get 
stuff done. It never really struck me wrong though. It just was what it was. 
We’re the doers. 
 
As I write this, we are on day 311 of quasi quarantine with COVID-19. 
And while we have been able to get out and about (not completely locked 
down in our home) our life has somewhat stopped. Job changes for me, a 
shutdown office for my husband, and virtual school for all the children has 
meant a lot of together time in the Stone home. And it hasn’t been pretty 
some of the time...Ahem...most of the time.  

It’s been a wrestling match in my internal being. Teach my children at 
home—I can do that. Keep the peace among children who have had WAY 
too much time together—I can do that. Maintain a marriage relationship 
of encouragement and sacrifice—I can do that. Keep a business going—I 
can do that. Yep. I can do all the things. I’m a doer. But what’s happened is 
that all the doing has gotten in the way of the following. All the doing has 
pushed me to the point of bitterness and ugliness and just a gross spirit that 
doesn’t point anyone, much less those in my family, to Jesus.   

Matthew 16:24-28 is a reminder to me that for the believer, for those who 
are saved in Christ Jesus, the doing can only look like the following. In this 
world where so much of our life is focused on preserving our life, the reality 

The Necessity of Following Jesus



is that the action of taking up the cross is acknowledging that all the things 
just can’t be done. Taking up the cross is the action of saying, “It’s not my way 
but HIS way I must follow.” And if left to our own devices in the necessity 
of following Jesus, we will totally and completely screw it up.   

Psalm 51 states, “For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you 
will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” We really 
have two choices as believers. We can continue to seek to preserve our life, 
preserve our comfort, keep everyone in our family happy, and end this life 
with a physical death which is an end to all the comfort with little else to 
celebrate...OR we can follow Jesus on this wild ride that ultimately ends in 
our physical death but our eternal life.

Oh Lord, lead us on this path to righteousness. Lord, 
impress upon us the necessity and amazing opportunity 
to follow you on this wild ride. Continue to impress upon 
us what it means to lose our life, our wants, our desires 
for your life, your wants, your desires. Remind us daily, 
hourly, minute-by-minute that you ARE coming back and 
the end result will be eternity with you! Come Lord Jesus. 
Quickly. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

   

MOLLY STONE
Covenant Member since 2012

P R A Y



SATURDAY, MARCH 13 

Matthew 16:24-28 

In many ways the passages we have considered this week are the hinge of 
Matthew’s Gospel. Peter, on behalf of the disciples, has boldly proclaimed 
Jesus to be the Messiah, the King, the Savior, the hope of the nations 
(16:13-20). Jesus, in light of this proclamation, tells his disciples what being 
the Messiah and Savior means—it means suffering many things, being 
killed, and on the third day being raised (16:21). Have you considered the 
cost of following Jesus? Have you considered all that it must take from 
you to follow him?

You must deny yourself. You must look at your sinful heart and name the 
sins that have a grip on you, and you must deny their sweetness. It is to 
disassociate with the “you” that pursued sinful thoughts, with the “you” that 
lived in bitterness, with the “you” that thrived on selfishness. As Bonhoeffer 
said, “When Christ calls us, his call leads us to death.” It is to die to that 
self, and to take on Christ.

You must take up your cross. Unfortunately, the platitudes of contemporary 
Christianity have made this statement nearly worthless. Having to forgo my 
chai latte from Starbucks is seen to be carrying a cross. But do not cheapen 
the call of Christ on his people! The cross is suffering and rejection, and God 
graciously and providentially measures these out to all of us. All have their 
own cross, and for some that will lead to dying for the name of Jesus, and 
for others it will mean significant loss of social capital. Jesus, by his Spirit in 

The Cost of Following Jesus



the power of his grace is with us in all these things. But when Christ bids 
you come, you must take up the cross.

You must follow Jesus. It is to live as suffering servants—as those who forgive 
others when it seems unbearable, who bear one another’s burdens at the cost 
of our comfort and ease. 

To follow Jesus we must ask: is Jesus worth dying for? Read Revelation 5, 
listen to “Is He Worthy?” by Andrew Peterson, and ask yourself again.
 

Father in Heaven, forgive me for failing to consider the 
cost of following Jesus. I have for far too long held onto 
the loves and cares of this world, and I ask that, by the 
power and sweetness of your grace, you will enable me 
to deny myself, take up my cross of suffering, and follow 
Jesus, for his glory, Amen.  

   

JOSH JOHNSON
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y





Come ye souls by sin afflicted,
Bowed with fruitless sorrow down;

By the broken law convicted,
Through the cross, behold the crown;

Look to Jesus, look to Jesus,
Look to Jesus, mercy flows through him alone.

 
Sweet as home to pilgrims weary,

Light to newly opened eyes,
Like full springs in deserts dreary,

Is the rest the cross supplies; 
All who taste it, all who taste it,

All who taste it shall to rest immortal rise.

—
”Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted,” Joseph Swain

 



Read Matthew 16:13-21

Peter gets it! When Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do you say 
that I am?” Peter replies, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” Jesus has been showing them who he is and told 
them with words. Jesus has shown them by performing miracles 
and healing others. Jesus has shown them by serving and leading 
them. Jesus has told stories and parables to help them understand. 
The disciples, the people who are closest to Jesus, were starting to 
understand who Jesus truly was. As we read verse 21, we see that 
Jesus now shows his disciples that he is headed toward the cross. 
Jesus begins to tell them that he will suffer death but then defeat 
death with resurrection. This is something new for the disciples 
to understand. How could the disciples possibly understand that 
Jesus was going to have to face death on the cross in order for 
them to be saved from sin? Jesus showed them. Jesus obeyed his 
Father, God, perfectly so that we could see and understand what 
is true. We have the Bible to read over and over again to help us 
understand what is true. We can read Jesus’ words. We can see 
how he cares for people. We can read about the miracles. We learn 
more and more about what is true in scripture. We can listen to our 
teachers and pastors at church as they explain God’s word to us. 
God will open our eyes to understand more and more.

children's devotion 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

King: 



Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus was sent by God to rescue sinners. 
Jesus perfectly obeyed his Father, God.  

Jesus’ kingdom is a gift to be received. There is nothing anyone 
can do to get inside his kingdom. It’s simply given by Jesus. This 
is how Peter was able to understand. It was a gift.

Jesus obeyed, because he knew his children could not perfectly 
obey. We are rescued through His blood shed for us on the cross.

We do not have to do any work to be a child in Jesus’ kingdom. 
Jesus shows us who he is and what his kingdom is like. How 
does knowing that Jesus is Christ, the Son of the Living God, 
shape your thoughts? 

King: 
The

His 
Kingdom: 

His 
Child: 

His 
Way: 



SUNDAY, MARCH 14  |  FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Matthew 17:1-13 

Eye-witnesses of his glory, Peter, James, and John experienced the 
convergence of eternity, history, and existential reality. Majesty now—Jesus 
talking with Moses and Elijah. The image was no doubt burned into their 
consciences. The suffering servant who was born in a manger, who walked 
the same paths, who ate the same food, who would not cry out in the streets, 
who would not break a bruised reed, who was meek and lowly of heart, this 
same One was transfigured into a retina-scorching vision of glory. 

If there was any doubt (was that possible?), the heavenly voice confirmed 
the vision:  “This is my beloved son…listen to him.” Terror was the 
understandable response. 

The reality from the mountaintop vision actually comes into focus at a lower 
altitude. The New Testament Elijah has come, he was called John the Baptist. 
He was killed by the authorities for being faithful to his calling. Similarly, 
the Son of Man, known as Jesus, must suffer at the hands of the authorities.   

“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” Dead? 
The glorious vision comes at a great cost. We serve a savior who left the glory 
of heaven for the glory of the cross.

 

The Glory of the King



Jesus, thank you for dying for me. Help me to see my 
life in your heavenly light. May the vision of your glory 
and majesty reshape how I think, how I see myself, and 
who I am.  Help me to listen to you. Give me strength 
to live for you, to suffer for you, and perhaps even to die 
for you. Thank you for opening my eyes. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  

   

MARTY CRAWFORD
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



MONDAY, MARCH 15 

Matthew 17:14-20 

After Jesus reveals his glory to Peter, James, and John, and the Father speaks 
to them from the cloud—a powerful, majestic, terrifying scene—Jesus enters 
right back into the nitty-gritty. He comes down the mountain with the three 
disciples and is confronted with a chaotic situation. Crowds are gathering, a 
man’s son is possessed by a demon, and Jesus’ disciples weren’t able to cast it 
out like they had in the past. 

Oddly enough however, the demonic possession quickly fades into the 
background and the more important issue comes to the forefront. All we 
read about the possession is that Jesus rebuked the demon, it came out, 
and the boy was healed. A run-of-the-mill demonic possession. Jesus cares 
for the boy, but his deeper concern is faith (vv. 17, 20). In Mark 9:14-29 a 
little more context to this situation is provided, but we find out that arguing 
scribes, the doubting  father, the watching crowd, and the nine disciples all 
exhibit a weak and faltering faith in Jesus. This troubling situation has just 
brought their lack of faith to the light. 

How do you respond to situations that require consistent, patient faith 
in Jesus? Like the boy’s father, does your hope waver in Jesus’ ability to 
do something about the situation? Like the disciples, do you begin to 
take matters into your own hands and try to force a desired outcome? Do 
you become overwhelmed and don’t know what to do next? Jesus knows 
your heart, your worries, your faltering faith, and he comes to you in the 
nitty-gritty. He is not pushed away by chaotic situations but enters them 

The Power of the King



with a healing, gentle touch. In our weak faith, despair, and selfishness 
that we show daily, Christ says, “Faith like the grain of a mustard seed.” A 
mountainous, sturdy, immovable faith is not required. He is the one who 
acts, you need only to trust.

 

Jesus, thank you for coming into my life and speaking 
words of peace. Thank you for giving me faith in you. 
Would you please grow my trust in you and cause me 
to turn to you in times of trouble? In your name I pray, 
Amen.   

   

DANIEL SLUIS
Assistant Director of Guys' Ministry

P R A Y



TUESDAY, MARCH 16 

Matthew 17:22-23

Jesus is making his way toward Jerusalem, toward the cross. He knows what 
lies ahead and again he tell his disciples that he will be “delivered into the 
hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” 
The disciples are greatly distressed and deeply grieved. 

As the disciples walk with Jesus toward the cross, they will see it happen as 
he told them. They will be in the garden when one of their own betrays Jesus, 
delivering him into the hands of men. Jesus the suffering servant, obediently 
delivered into the hands of men to humbly be put to death by the hands of 
men, so that he could deliver men—deliver us from death!
  
Jesus’ mission was to suffer for our salvation, but let us not stop at the cross, as 
it appears the disciples did. The disciples grieved, feared, doubted, and Jesus 
had told them—more than once—that “he will be raised on the third day.”  
What would it have been like had the disciples feared and grieved with the 
hope, the anticipation, the faith that Jesus would be raised from the dead? 

Jesus is not only our suffering servant who gave his life in exchange for ours, 
but also our victorious King who secured for us a glorious inheritance and 
guaranteed we would be in his presence forevermore! The disciples were 
deeply grieved at the thought of life without Jesus, but we are filled with 
deep gladness at the certainty of life with Jesus. We can confidently face fear, 
grief, and sorrow with the peace, hope, and joy of knowing our King Jesus 
was raised on the third day conquering sin and death. Take heart, he has 
overcome the world!

The Christ's Mission, Part II



 

Dear Jesus, you are the King of Kings. Thank you for the 
peace, hope, and joy that is ours in you, Jesus, by the 
power of your resurrection. In your name, Amen!   

   

LAURA TUCKER
Director of Children's Ministries

P R A Y



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 

Matthew 17:24-27 

This passage centers on Christian freedom. The question arose of whether 
or not Jesus pays the temple tax. The temple tax was a sign of piety. It was 
a way of showing solidarity with the people, law, and temple of Israel. In 
his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus made the temple obsolete. Now men 
would come to God through Jesus, not through the temple. So in one sense 
there was no reason for Jesus or his disciples to pay the temple tax. Followers 
of Jesus were free from the temple tax. And yet, Jesus also declares they are 
free to pay the temple tax. The freedom to pay the temple tax stems from the 
desire to not unnecessarily offend. There was the potential that not paying 
the temple tax might further alienate Israel from Israel’s Messiah, Jesus. And 
there was the potential that paying the temple tax might mean winning 
Israel to Israel’s Messiah.

We experience this tension today. We have great freedom in Jesus. We have 
been freed from death, condemnation, shame, guilt, penalty of sin, and a 
whole host of other things. And at the same time, we have been freed to die 
to ourselves, set aside our rights, and serve the good of others. We are called 
to be servants of others and to actually limit our freedom for the sake of 
others, especially in matters not so central to faith. Christians are called to 
deny our very rights for the sake of others. This seems to be lost on us today. 
It seems that Christians are far too concerned with asserting our rights. It is 
a question of wisdom and discernment. When and how should I resist the 
world? When and how should I give up my rights for the sake of others? 
What mountains should I die on? There are undoubtedly times when the 

The Freedom of Sons



Christian should never compromise and should never comply. But it does 
seem that Jesus would have us exercise our freedom in ways that are more 
reconciling and self-limiting than they are bullying and self-assertive. May 
we be a people that pursue those things!

 

Father, I am incredibly selfish! I love my freedom. I want 
to use my freedom for me. Forgive me for my selfishness. 
Forgive me for not giving up my freedom for the sake of 
others. Jesus, you modeled this for me. You gave up all of 
your rights, became flesh, and died on a cross for me. You 
gave me the right to become a son of God. How dare I 
hoard my freedom! Please forgive me. In your beautiful 
name we pray, Amen.   

   

DAVID DRISKILL
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



THURSDAY, MARCH 18 

Matthew 18:1-9 

The disciples, in verse one, have lost their focus. By arguing over and asking 
Jesus which of them is going to be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, 
they have forgotten their purpose and who they are talking to. Who do 
they really think was going to be the greatest in the kingdom? Jesus gently 
calls a little child to him and places this child right in the middle. He tells 
his disciples that unless they change and become like this little child, they 
would not even see the kingdom, much less be great in it. Whoever takes 
the lowly position of the child would be the greatest and whoever welcomes 
such a lowly one welcomes Jesus. In 30AD society, a child was about as 
insignificant as a human could be, except for maybe women, old people, 
and slaves. Yet here comes Jesus telling the disciples that the little child was 
their benchmark. 

Jesus has this amazing way of raising up the insignificant ones. Childishness, 
however, should never be confused with childlikeness. Childishness is 
foolishness, pride, willfulness, and stubbornness, while childlikeness is 
humility, trust, complete dependence, and curiosity. Jesus put away his 
divine rights and privileges, humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death. By his resurrection power we can become lowly in heart, responding 
to him in complete dependence and trust. By this same magnificent grace, 
we can be willing to be the least of all, lowly and humble, and welcoming to 
those who are lowly of heart and position. This childlikeness is a quality that 
makes for genuine repentance. This Lenten season, let's walk in the grace of 
our Lord and Savior, becoming more childlike in our heart attitude.

The Humility of the Kingdom



 

Thank you, Lord, that you have said for as many as 
receive you and believe in your name, you give the right 
to become children of God. Help us to walk as your true 
children. Thank you for this resurrection season. May we 
respond in worship, love, and humility. In Jesus' name, 
Amen.   

   

KAREN EDWARDS
Covenant Member since 1978

P R A Y



FRIDAY, MARCH 19 

Matthew 18:10-14  

Notice that our text today, the Parable of the Lost Sheep, comes in the 
chapter that opens with the disciples’ question, “Who then is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” Jesus’ answer has to do with children. And it has 
to do with humility. To be great in the kingdom of heaven, one must be 
like a child. So, the disciples are exhorted to “welcome” little children and 
“protect” little children, because it is NOT the will of the Father that one 
of these little ones should perish. So, we have this parable of the lost sheep. 
What does it teach us? Since we are all like little children, it teaches us of 
God’s never-failing love for us and how he “seeks” after his people. He has 
sent us a good shepherd to care for us.

The parable is very familiar to us. It’s about sheep. And we are a lot like 
sheep. There are 100 of them, but one has gone astray. And the will of the 
Good Shepherd is that NOT one should perish. So, out of the shepherd’s 
love, he goes after the lost sheep. He leaves the 99 safely on the mountain, 
and seeks after the lost. The parable continues in verse 13, “And if he finds it, 
truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never 
went astray.” So, what do we learn from this parable? Two things at least. 
First, we have a Good Shepherd who cares for us. We are, indeed, in a flock 
that is “welcomed” and “protected” due to the great love of the Shepherd. 
And secondly, we have a Good Shepherd who “seeks” after us, even in times 
when we “go astray.” This is a story about how God pursues those who are 
lost, and about the joy in heaven when those who stray are found. I cannot 
think of a better lesson to learn here in the middle of this Lenten season. 

The Lost Sheep



Our Good Shepherd suffered the cross in his pursuit of us. And when God 
finds us, through Christ, all of heaven rejoices. Hallelujah!

 

Father, hallelujah, what a Savior! You gave me a Good 
Shepherd who loves me and pursues me when I stray. May 
I know in a fresh way of your unending love for me. Help 
me to worship you alone today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

   

DAN EDWARDS
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



SATURDAY, MARCH 20 

Matthew 18:15-35 

To whom do you feel safest confessing your darkest sins? Are you safe for 
others? We know factually that Jesus is safe, but do we act on it? Do we let 
him into those dark places? Are we willing to grant him access to pet sins 
locked away in case they are too nasty or satisfying? Do we have the capacity, 
gentleness, and grace to extend mercy and forgiveness as Jesus would?
The parable of a man—a king—who wanted to settle accounts gives us 
cause to consider whose throat our hands choke. The reader will have tasted 
and seen that the Lord is good. You have experienced the overwhelming 
weightlessness of his forgiveness and are now debt free. If not, maybe you 
seek peace and God is leading you to a place where it says of the debtor, 
“he fell on his face in worship of his king, begging mercy.” Maybe you owe 
the Lord, as this man did his king, 200,000 years’ wages.

Being told by Jesus to forgive your neighbor 70x7 times is impossible and 
unfathomable to the darkened, unforgiving, unforgiven heart. Fortunately, 
Jesus doesn’t leave Peter without an answer to the impossible question: how 
can I possibly forgive like YOU? Answer: assume the posture of the forgiven, 
truly bask in the glow of freedom, take your hands from the throat of your 
debtors, and imagine forgiving and forgiving and forgiving those who’ve 
harmed us.  

Rearranging the events and lessons of Matthew 18:15-35, we may see things 
differently. Instead of first confronting a brother in sin, let us embody the 
debtor forgiven 200,000 years’ wages. We now beam with overwhelming 

True Forgiveness



gratitude and mercifully confront our brother. Rather than a reckoning, we 
yearn to save his soul by pointing out his sin. Consider how many times 
we can forgive our brother when we have been forgiven the impossible. 
Now, we can loose things on earth to bind them where it matters. How 
much debt can I forgive when I’ve had so much forgiven? How easy am I 
to approach because of the light of forgiveness shining in my life? Someone 
needing to confess a huge debt should find me a sympathetic soul because 
I have been forgiven the world.

Again, to whom do you feel safest confessing your darkest sins? Likely, they 
have been forgiven much. Is someone naming you as they read this?

Lord, grant us the boldness to lay our sins before you. 
Show us by your Holy Spirit just how bankrupt we are. 
Let us not compare our perceived debt to others, but 
instead give us the ability to see Jesus’ perfect work as 
the benchmark. Jesus, our brother who endured the 
shame of all, grant us peace and true forgiveness. Make 
us capable of forgiveness, so we may be a refuge for the 
world. In your name, Amen. 

  

JEREMY ALLEN
Covenant Member since 2018

P R A Y





For joy awakes as dawning light
When Christ's disciples lift their eyes. 

Alive He stands, their Friend and King; 
Christ, Christ He is risen.

The power that raised Him from the grave 
Now works in us to powerfully save.
He frees our hearts to live His grace; 

Go tell of His goodness.

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!
Oh, sing hallelujah.

Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed; 
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!

— 
“Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed,” 

Keith and Kristin Getty

 



Read Matthew 18:1-4

Who is the greatest athlete? Who is the greatest singer? Who is 
the greatest chef? Who is the greatest artist? Who is the greatest 
leader? Who is the greatest student? Who is the greatest, fill in 
the blank?

Guess what the disciples wanted to know—the exact same thing, 
but they were asking “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of 
Heaven?” Who is the actual GOAT? Jesus’s answer may surprise 
you. He didn’t ask for them to bring him the tallest, richest, 
smartest, superstar in the city. No, Jesus said to bring him a child! 

See, the Kingdom of Heaven is very different from the kingdom 
of this world. The worlds says that the greatest are the people 
who make the most money, win the most awards, have the most 
followers or possess the most power. Jesus’s kingdom is very 
different! The greatest in His Kingdom are the ones who need 
him, who trust him to take care of them, who follow Him, and 
who know they are weak, but He is strong!

children's devotion 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

King: 



King Jesus sees the heart. He is not fooled or impressed by 
outward appearances or worldly goods. He delights in people 
that need to be helped, rescued, and loved by him.  

Jesus’s Kingdom is for the needy, the not-so-perfect, and the 
weak. His Kingdom is upside down where the weak are strong 
in him, the lowly will be lifted up, and the last shall be first. 

Did you know with Jesus you don’t have to prove you are the 
greatest? He loves you so much that He laid down his life, so 
that you could always and forever be with Him – in His eyes 
you are great! How comforting to know Jesus sees you!

The Kingdom of Heaven is upside down and inside out 
compared to the kingdom of this world. What does it look 
like to worry less about making ourselves the greatest and 
more about trusting Jesus and making His name the greatest? 
“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest.” 
—Matthew 18:4 

King: 
The

His 
Kingdom: 

His 
Child: 

His 
Way: 



SUNDAY, MARCH 21  |  FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Matthew 19:1-12 

As we consider Matthew 19:1-12, we see Jesus moving from Galilee into 
the region of Judea where he is followed by large crowds and performs some 
healing miracles. We get the sense that the Pharisees are following Jesus 
around. Indeed, the conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees is one of the 
central conflicts in Matthew’s Gospel (3:7; 5:20; 9:11, 14, 34; 12:2, 14, 24, 
38; 15:1, 12; 16:1-12; 21:45; 22:15, 34, 41; 23:1-2; 13-15). Jesus’ dialogue 
with the Pharisees is frequently accompanied with their goal to “test” him. 

The “test” question in Matthew 19: “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any 
cause?” Jesus’ answer from Genesis 1 & 2 is straightforward and without 
concession. We must not fail to see how Jesus grounds his answer in God’s 
pattern of creation. In the act of marriage God joins male and female, man 
and wife together as one. A bond that is not to be torn asunder. 

Next question: “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of 
divorce and to send her away?” The Pharisees have the tendency to be very 
crafty. A close reading of Deuteronomy reveals a much broader take than 
what the Pharisees seem to offer. Furthermore, Jesus’ answer reveals that 
concession is made due to human sinfulness and hardness of heart, “from 
the beginning it was not so.” Here Jesus gives concession for divorce on the 
basis of sexual immorality. This ends the conversation with the Pharisees 
for the moment. 

Grace of God, Sin of Man



Yet, the disciples are left questioning that if such is the case, what good it is 
then for a man to marry? Jesus acknowledges the difficulty of receiving the 
saying. In fact, such things are only received by those to whom it is given. 
There is a kingdom dynamic at play here—some were born or have been 
eunuchs from birth, some were made eunuchs by men, others have made 
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven— “Let the one who is able 
to receive this receive it.” Jesus frames his conversation with the foundation 
of creation and the driving Spirit-led dynamic of the kingdom. Both marriage 
and singleness need to be understood within that frame of reference. Both 
are framed as good gifts from God. This leaves us more to ponder than can 
be said, but perhaps it’s a start.

Lord Jesus, whether married or single, help us to frame 
the purpose and goal of our lives in your patterns of 
creation and kingdom. You have made us to reflect 
your glory and go about your kingdom work. We ask 
that you would help us to do so by your Spirit. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.    

   

JUSTIN RICHARDSON
Assistant to the Church Administrator

P R A Y



MONDAY, MARCH 22 

Matthew 19:13-15 

Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem and the cross. There are people following 
him and coming to him with all of their questions. All of them seem a little 
preoccupied with themselves. They want to know the minimum of what 
God requires. Right here in the middle of all of that, there are children 
brought to Jesus. Children who would not be able to understand all that 
is true about Jesus but actually point to the attitude we should have about 
him. They come in complete humility. They have nothing to offer but only 
come to receive.

I wonder who the people were who brought the children to Jesus? They 
were probably parents. These people also understood much about Jesus. 
They knew enough about the character of Jesus to know that they must get 
their children close by. They felt their great need for Jesus’ help. Jesus’ own 
disciples wanted to send them away, rebuking them. But Jesus said not to 
hinder them.

Who in your life are you bringing close to Jesus? I’m sure there are children 
around you who need someone to show them the greatness of Jesus. There 
may be children in your neighborhood or in your family who you could be a 
great example to. I know there are children in your church who need adults 
to model what a life of worship looks like. Our children learn about God 
from us!

Let the Little Ones Come



As you sit around children in worship, get to know them. Welcome them! Tell 
them that you saw them singing one of the hymns and that you love their 
heart of worship. Ask them to show you what they drew or wrote during the 
sermon. Then tell them your favorite part of the sermon. Encourage their 
parents, who are probably worried that their family is a distraction and don’t 
want to be judged by the people around them. Parents spend years training 
their children in worship and can use encouragement. Together, we as a 
church can bring our children to Jesus. As we do, we will be encouraged at 
the work God is doing in their lives.

Lord, forgive us for being so preoccupied with ourselves 
that we forget the children and needy around us. Thank 
you for this reminder to make much of helping others 
come to Jesus. In your name, Amen.    

   

KATIE FLORES
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries/

Director of Enfold Disability Ministry
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TUESDAY, MARCH 23 

Matthew 19:16-30  

Often referred to as “the story of the rich young ruler,” this is one of the 
saddest, most sobering stories in the Bible. If the rich young ruler were on 
Instagram, he would have a blue check mark next to his name. His feed 
would be filled with pictures of his beautiful home, travels, friends, and Old 
Testament scripture mixed in (#blessed). Yet, before we read the sad ending 
of the story, we see he knows something is missing, making this story all the 
more sad. The rich young ruler has all of the things the world has to offer. 
He even has an understanding of the law, yet still eternity is on his mind. 
The first question he asks Jesus reads, “Teacher, what good deed must I do 
to have eternal life?” He knows that even in all he has and in all the good he 
does, it won’t save his soul and he’s right. Jesus gives him the answer, “give it 
all up and follow me.” He can’t.  

You can feel the sorrow in this passage. The young man hangs his head low, 
knowing that in order to love Jesus he must disown his other lovers. These 
lovers have only given temporary satisfaction, but like a drug, he must return 
knowing that it will never satisfy. In a culture where the two greatest idols 
are love of money and love of self, who will turn to Jesus? Who will give up 
these lovers? 

The disciples’ response is familiar, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus calls the 
disciples and us back to the truth of our own love for him, “With man it is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible.” It is in our repentance that 
we recognize we are sick, helpless sinners in need of the Great Physician. 

How Difficult It is to Enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven 



Apart from God’s redeeming work in our hearts and lives, we too will hang 
our head low and walk away sorrowful. May we be a people that repent and 
believe. Turn away from that which will offer only temporary life to the One 
who offers life eternal.

Lord Jesus, we know that in our sin we are just like 
the rich young ruler. We love the things of this world 
and our sin more than we love you. Without your 
redeeming work we are left to our own devices, shame, 
and eventually death. We praise you that you have 
rescued us and ask that you help us repent daily of our 
love for anything other than you. May we know that 
you are the only source of life, and may we be people 
that share this truth with others. In your name, Amen.   

SARA LITTEN
Director of Girls’ Ministries
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24 

Matthew 20:1-16  

I struggle with this passage, perhaps that is why it is fitting that it was 
assigned to me. (Thanks, Josh!) It is so unfair! It is unjust that the 
opportunists who simply crashed the work party late in the day were paid 
the same amount as those who had been working since early morning. 
I confess I would be sinning right along with those grumbling laborers.

How hard we work to earn our place in life! We know that if we follow a 
certain plan, take specific action steps, and make the most of opportunities 
that we will be rewarded with what we deserve. That is how it works; that is 
how it is supposed to be. Except when it isn’t. Can you think of an example of 
when your best did not result in the outcome that you expected or wanted? 
A test grade, a promotion, a raise, a leadership spot, an award all might have 
been in your pocket but snatched from you. Our best-laid plans, our hardest 
work and efforts do not always get us to the place we want to be. I often 
look around and think that I cannot try any harder, I cannot work any more 
and yet I still have fallen short.

Friends, the bottom line is that our best is never enough. What is your truest 
and highest goal? Is it to make a certain amount of money? Is it to have a 
specific professional title? Is it to parent perfect children? Or is your truest 
and highest goal to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, 
and strength? Is your truest and highest goal to be with the Father for eternity? 
Your best is not enough to achieve your truest and highest goal, and it never 
will be.

The Generous Grace of the King



There is nothing that you or I can do apart from Christ to reach the goals 
that represent the deepest desires of our heart. The master of the vineyard 
in the parable is a gracious man who gives generously to those who do not 
deserve it. Brothers and sisters, we do not deserve the gracious and generous 
gift of eternal life that the King of Kings bestows on his children. We 
cannot try hard enough, nor can we earn our righteousness. Our salvation 
is undeserved, a lavish gift from a loving Father.

Lord, thank you for the gracious gifts which you 
give your undeserving children. May we keep our 
eyes fixed on you and on that which is eternal rather 
than the wood, ha,y and stubble of the world that 
will pass away. In Jesus’ name, Amen.    

INGRAM LINK
Director of Women's Ministries
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THURSDAY, MARCH 25 

Matthew 20:17-19  

We have seen in Matthew’s Gospel discourse statements of Jesus’ mission 
and the necessity of his death and resurrection. We might refer to these 
statements as others have by calling them, “Passion Predictions.” We find 
that each statement is more intense and more detailed than the former. 
Matthew is a good writer and his narrative leads us along toward the goal of 
the story—the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. Thus, we can see these 
statements as markers (road signs, as it were) along the way. 

In his interactions with his disciples in Matthew16:21-23, Jesus faces Peter’s 
rebuke as we hear “he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 
be raised.” Note that the text says “He must.” It is necessary for Jesus to 
accomplish these things.  

Again in Matthew 17:22-23, with the disciples gathered, we find them 
greatly distressed as Jesus says, “The Son of Man is about to be delivered 
into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the 
third day.” Note the differences from the previous statement. Unlike the first 
statement Jesus refers to himself here by his favorite designation, “Son of 
Man.” “He must” has become “is about to.” Furthermore, the language of 
Jesus being “delivered into the hands of men” is used here. 

In Matthew 20:17-19, the necessity of Jesus’ death and resurrection are 
on the verge of fulfillment. Jesus and his disciples are now on the road to 

The Christ’s Mission, Part III



Jerusalem. Jesus takes them aside again and confirms what he has been 
saying all along. “See, we are going up to Jerusalem” (20:18). He again must 
remind them of what is about to take place: “And the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him 
to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged 
and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.” 

The detail of this last passion prediction in Matthew’s Gospel serves to 
underscore the exactness of Jesus’ knowledge of what will happen. All 
three of the passion predictions conclude with the resurrection of Jesus, 
which becomes the central focus of the preaching of the early church 
(26:32; 27:63; 28:6; Acts 2:24-36; 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30, 33-37; 
1 Corinthians 15:4-28; Turner, Matthew, BECNT, 482). The crucifixion 
and resurrection are the sine qua non of Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus is both 
the goal and the way toward new humanity. The remainder of Matthew will 
bring this into sharper focus. Discipleship requires us to embrace the way 
too, and not only the goal (Francis Watson, Text and Truth, 298).

Risen Lord Jesus, your crucifixion and resurrection 
accomplish our redemption, and in turn, transform 
us as redeemed people. We pray that you would by 
your Spirit continue this transformative work in our 
lives. In your name, Amen.   

JUSTIN RICHARDSON
Assistant to the Church Administrator
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FRIDAY, MARCH 26 

Matthew 20:20-28  

When you think of the most successful person you know, what comes to 
mind? Money? Fame? Lots of friends? My mind tends to think of people 
who are well-known for what they do, such as Walt Disney or Taylor Swift. 
No matter who you thought about, the common thread between successful 
people is some sense of greatness. When the mother of James and John 
asks Jesus for a place of honor for her sons in the kingdom of heaven, she 
is expressing her desire for her sons to be known as successful disciples 
and seen by others as great. In a world that equivocates greatness with 
success and status, we often crave recognition, honor, and worship for the 
achievements we have made, just as John and James craved recognition and 
honor in their position as disciples of Christ. While often times these are 
good things we are doing, we can become motivated by self-glorification. 
Instead of serving the kingdom of heaven, it is far too easy to build and 
serve our own little kingdoms, in hopes to make a name for ourselves. So, 
how does Jesus define as greatness? It is the willingness to drink his cup 
and share in his sufferings, whatever that might mean in our earthly life 
(v23). It is a heart quick to serve those around us, sacrificing earthly status 
for proclaiming his kingdom (v26). It is constant praise to our Creator 
for giving the life of his son as a “ransom for many,” so that we may spend 
eternity with him (v28). We have been given the perfect and humble 
example of true greatness in the life and death of Jesus Christ, who “came 
not to be served but to serve” (v28). In one of my favorite books, I think 
that C. J. Mahaney sums it up best when he says, “a cross centered life is 
made up of Christ centered days.”

To Serve and to Give



Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your perfect 
Servant to rescue and redeem your people. Forgive us 
when we value earthly successes more than we value 
serving you, and by your Spirit, help us to use our 
lives to make your name great.  

EMILY MINCE
Covenant Member since 2009
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SATURDAY, MARCH 27 

Matthew 20:29-34  

Jesus is making his way along the path to his final destiny in Jerusalem. 
Along the way, he is preaching and performing miracles, teaching his 
followers and his disciples who he really is. Many of his followers, even 
his own disciples, fail to see the true Jesus. Yet, others see clearly.  

Two blind men, insignificant in the eyes of the common culture, were 
sitting by the roadside hoping to reap the benefit of some kind soul. While 
they cannot see, they certainly can hear the cries of the crowd of followers 
announcing that Jesus of Nazareth is drawing near. They begin to call out 
to him. Perhaps they know the prophecies that tell of a coming one from 
the line of David or perhaps the Spirit of the Lord simply moves in them to 
call on him as “The Son of David.” Regardless, they recognize Him as their 
savior. They do “see” who this man really is. While the crowds try to silence 
them, the blind men’s cries grow more intense. Had they heard of the great 
miracles this special man had performed? Did they recall the prophesies, 
“The blind will see and the lame will walk?” Regardless, they see him for 
who he is and place their full faith in his power. Then comes the call, “What 
do you want from me?” All they asked is that he would let their eyes be 
opened. Jesus touched their eyes, their vision was restored, and these two 
men followed their Lord.

Most of us enjoy good eyesight with the ability to see all of the beauty 
around us.  But how do we “see” the “Son of David?” Can we humble 
ourselves, as these two blind men did, and call out to him for his mercy. 

Son of David!



Clara Scott’s hymn should be our call. “Open my eyes that I may see 
glimpses of truth thou hast for me. Place in my hands the wonderful key, 
that will unclasp and set me free.” As promised, our Savior, from the line 
of David, is our gateway to seeing all the beauty around us as God’s Glory 
with an assurance that his doorway is always open.

Great Father in Heaven, open our eyes and let us see 
all of the riches and blessings you have for each of 
us. Move in us, dear Lord, to call on your name as 
these two blind men did, trusting in your mercy and 
following after you all the days of our lives. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

WARREN NORVILLE
Covenant Member since 1998
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Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hear all the tribes hosanna cry!

O Savior meek, pursue your road
With palms and scattered garments stroked.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.

O Christ, your triumphs now begin
O’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on to die; ride on to die;
Then take, O Christ, your power and reign.

— 
“Ride on, Ride on in Majesty!”

Henry Hart Milman (1827); Zac Hicks (refrain) 

 



Matthew 21:1-11

Close your eyes and imagine…children, moms, dads filling the street 
cheering with excitement because their king is arriving to bring peace 
and power to their city! Waving and shouting, “Save us, oh king, save 
us!” How would you imagine the king? What was he wearing? What 
was he riding? 

Did you imagine a humble king, no crown, no sword, riding on a 
baby donkey? If so, you imagined the King of Kings correctly as he 
rode into Jerusalem. People crowded around him as they shouted, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” They laid their garments on 
the ground for his colt to walk over, and they waved branches in 
excitement for their long-awaited king had come to rule and reign.

The crowds cheering with excitement didn’t realize that Jesus, the 
King of Kings, was a different kind of King. He didn’t come to set up 
a palace and throne in this city, for his throne was set in an eternal 
Kingdom, and his rule and reign was even greater than what the 
people imagined.

In fact, in just a few days the people would no longer recognize him 
as their King but shout to crucify him. Jesus came not to defeat with 
sword and might, but with surrender and sacrifice. Jesus, the King of 
Kings, laid down his earthly life so that we could have eternal life and 
forever and ever be with Him.

children's devotion 
PALM SUNDAY

King: 



Jesus is the servant King, who came to conquer sin and death by 
laying down his life so that we could have eternal, abundant life! 

His kingdom is not the kingdom of this world. His Kingdom 
is an eternal, secure kingdom that has no end!

As his child, you can live and love bravely knowing your King 
humbly laid down his life and conquered death so that nothing, 
absolutely nothing, will ever snatch you out of his loving hand.

Jesus came to love, to serve, and to suffer for his people. Jesus 
calls us to love one another, to serve rather than be served, and 
to suffer. What are ways we can love others by serving?  

King: 
The

His 
Kingdom: 

His 
Child: 

His 
Way: 



SUNDAY, MARCH 28  |  PALM SUNDAY 

Matthew 21:1-10 

Jesus mounts a colt, a baby donkey, a service animal, and rides into 
Jerusalem surrounded by crowds who quickly recognize the familiar scene 
of a king riding victoriously into his capital city. They line the streets with 
their garments waving branches and shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest!” They believed their long-awaited promised Messiah had come 
to rule and reign, to establish his kingdom, and to save them! 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem, yes, as the long-awaited King, the Messiah, but 
his Kingdom was not what they expected. His victory and ours would be 
won by the King’s surrender and sacrifice. The people that lined the streets 
waving branches and shouting “save us,” where would they be when their 
king was put on trial, humiliated, and sentenced to death on a cross? They 
wanted an earthly kingdom, and he came to establish and upside-down 
eternal kingdom. They wanted earthly peace and power, and he came to 
give us eternal peace and abundant life. 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem knowing that his time had come to sacrifice his 
own life so that we could have eternal abundant life. A life of forever dwelling 
in the presence of our King.

Jesus, our King, triumphant over sin and death, has established a kingdom 
that will not end. A kingdom for the weak and weary needing to be saved. 
In his kingdom, we know that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 

The Triumphal Entry of the King



nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!

Dear Jesus, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, you are 
victorious! You are worthy of all honor. You, gently 
and lowly are exalted on high, ruling and reigning 
forevermore! May we live boldly in your kingdom, 
knowing that nothing will ever separate us from your 
love. In your name we pray, King Jesus, Amen.   

   

LAURA TUCKER
Director of Children’s Ministries
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MONDAY, MARCH 29 

Matthew 21:33-46 

Matthew 21:33-46 retells the whole Biblical story, especially some of the 
more tragic aspects. To get the full effect Jesus intended with this vineyard 
and tenants parable, see Genesis 18:17-19; Exodus 19:4-6; Leviticus 
19; and see especially how Isaiah 5:1-7; Hosea 9:10-10:2; and Psalm 80 
(particularly vv.8-18) reflect upon the fruit God desired from Israel. Yahweh 
used the vineyard metaphor to remind Israel how he rescued them to 
cultivate something beautiful among the nations. But under bad leadership 
(signified by the tenants) Israel rebelled perpetually. So God sent prophets 
(the servants), then more prophets to sound alarms. Remember how God’s 
people treated the prophets? How often they praised God with their lips 
but cursed him in their hearts and with their hands. God chose and rescued 
Israel to be a conduit of his richest blessings. But Israel failed to produce 
the fruit.

In Matthew 21:33-42, Jesus explains that things have hit rock bottom. The 
owner (Yahweh) of the vineyard (Israel) did not stop with sending his servants. 
He sent his Son! If Israel mistreated the prophets, surely they’ll respect the 
Owner’s Son?!?!?

Jesus announced ahead of time what was about to happen: “They took him 
and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.” This seals the judgment 
on old, national Israel (vv.40-41). But to all who see the truth and repent, 
“the stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone” (of God’s 
Renewed Temple that will include believers from every nation.) Jesus is 

The Death of the Son



quoting Psalm 118:22-23 here and he continues, “This was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” 

Marvelous? This tragedy of hard-hearted rejection, of raging rebellion 
against the LORD and his Anointed is at the very heart of God’s plan. 
His covenant people hit rock bottom but many find there the Rock of 
their Salvation. God sent his Son to be rejected and crucified by his own 
people so that anyone who truly sees him will see their sin upon him 
nailed and from That Tree begin to bear delectable fruit. The kingdom 
of God was “taken away” from fruitless Israel so that it may grow on the True 
Vine, Jesus himself.

Lord, help us see the tragedy of the cross for what it 
is—so much better than any fairy tale. Under This 
Tree we look for you to produce your fruit in us! 
During barren days, keep us rooted in King Jesus, 
our True Vine. In your name we pray, Amen.    

   

ROBBY HOLT
Senior Pastor
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TUESDAY, MARCH 30 

Matthew 22:1-14  

Structurally this parable is similar to other “kingdom” parables in that the 
wedding feast describes a king who sent out his representatives to a group of 
people, bearing an invitation to a gathering hosted by the king. It is assumed 
that all who are invited will be pleased to come. Yet, the people thus invited 
refused and did the unthinkable. They rejected the representatives, treated 
them shamefully, and even killed them. For their acts of disrespect, the king 
took vengeance on the unworthy. And, in this parable, since the wedding 
feast was ready, the king sent his representative to whomever they could find. 
And in the end, the wedding hall was filled with guests. The interpretation 
of the parable reflects what God has done in the gospel. He has sent his Son 
to a world that was hostile to him. Jesus is rejected by them, but to those 
who were gathered next (the ones who needed the king to provide the proper 
banquet clothing), the wedding feast is an event that is cherished. Salvation 
has come to them, in the clothes of Christ. The gospel is now open to all 
who will come in Christ alone. 

So, as we consider this parable here in the Lenten season, we learn about 
justification. In a few words, justification is God’s crediting of his Son’s perfect 
righteousness to our record through faith alone. And if we comprehend 
justification, God’s free grace in this parable, it is enough. God has given 
us the proper clothes of the kingdom. We cannot come clothed as we are. 
But by God’s grace (the invitation), He pardons our sin, and accepts us as 
righteous in his sight, because of the righteousness of Christ imputed to us 
(the proper wedding clothes), and received by faith alone (we are able to 

The King's Wedding Feast 



partake of the incredible tastes, smells, joy of THE wedding banquet). What 
a great parable to consider here just before Easter! May we eat well, and as 
we are filled, may we love and serve Christ more fully.

Father, please accept my worship of you today. For 
today I am reminded of your saving grace given to 
me, in Christ. I am reminded that my salvation does 
not come from my own clothing but from the clothing 
given to me in Christ. Thank you for the feast; may I 
eat and be grateful today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.   

DAN EDWARDS
Assistant Pastor
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31 

Matthew 25:31-26:5  

There will be two commands that all of humanity will hear at the end of 
time when Jesus, the King over all the earth, comes in his glory to sit on his 
throne as Sovereign King and Judge. After he gathers all the nations before 
him, he will separate them into two camps and then will come two powerful 
words:
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father!”
“Depart from me, you cursed!”
It is the reality of these two commands that we must grapple with, prepare 
for, and live in light of.

First, see that there is a certainty and finality to the judgment of Christ. The 
kingdom has been prepared for Christ and His people “from the foundation 
of the world.” And the eternal fire “prepared for the devil and his angels.” All 
of history moves toward this final destination.

And this judgment has a grounds: how we treated the least of Christ’s family. As 
we treat the least of these, so we treat Christ. Paul himself heard something 
similar on the road to Damascus when Jesus asked him, “Saul, Saul! Why are 
you persecuting me?” (Acts 9:4–5). There is an important thing to note here. 
This is not Jesus describing some kind of system by which we garner points 
and get into the good place. No, Jesus is describing those who belong to him 
throughout history and how they have lived in the power of his grace on one 
side, and those who do not belong to him and how they have lived on the 
other.

How Do We Treat the Least of These?



Those who have the Spirit given to them, and are united to Jesus by faith, 
are those who follow their suffering-servant. They humble themselves and 
consider the needs of others as more important than themselves. They visit 
those who are in prison, and pray for them. They delight to take care of 
their brothers and sisters in Christ and of those who are in true need. This 
is the heart of Christ, and his people share it. But those who are not united 
to Christ live in selfishness and self-righteousness and care not for Christ or 
His people. 

“Come” or “Depart.” You will hear one of the two. Is Jesus your king, or 
are you?

Merciful Father, I confess that I have not shared the 
heart of Christ toward my brothers and sisters. I have 
lived in selfishness and self-righteousness. Forgive me, 
and enable me, by the power of the Spirit, to love 
Christ’s people in every place, and to die to myself in 
honor of my king, in whose name I pray, Amen   

JOSH JOHNSON
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



THURSDAY, APRIL 1  |  MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Matthew 26:17-75  

The scene here, as we read, is Jesus and his disciples participating in the 
Passover meal together. The Passover meal was the yearly celebration where 
the Jewish people remembered that God had rescued them from slavery in 
Egypt. They would kill a lamb and eat it, praising God that he provided the 
lamb as a sacrifice so they wouldn’t die. But what was about to happen was 
going to be an even greater rescue. Jesus gives us a new meal to remember 
his great sacrifice. 

Jesus picked up some bread from the table, blessed it, broke it, and handed 
it out to his disciples. “This bread is like my body. It will be broken for you. 
I want you to  remember this. Now eat.” He also took a cup of wine in the 
same way and handed it to his disciples. “The wine is like my blood. It will 
be poured out for you. There’s a new covenant now.” A few hours later, Jesus 
will talk about another cup. It’s not a cup that Jesus will offer to his disciples. 
It’s a cup for Jesus alone; the cup of God’s wrath. Jesus drinks it alone so that 
his people will never have take a sip. Jesus drinks from it, guzzles the whole 
cup, takes on the full measure of God’s wrath so that we can drink deeply 
from the cup of God’s blessing. Christ took what was ours that he might 
give us what is his. Jesus came to take our enmity to himself that he might 
give us love and forgiveness in exchange, to take our sins that he might give 
us righteousness in exchange, to take our death that he might give us eternal 
life in exchange.

The Lord's Supper



This is how God will rescue his people. Jesus’ very body will break apart and 
God’s broken world will mend. Jesus’ heart will break apart and the hearts 
of Jesus’ followers will mend. Just as the Passover lamb died, so now Jesus 
will die instead of deserving sinners. Jesus’ blood will wash away all of your 
sins. 

Friends, this is an invitation not an indictment. All the charges that God 
has against you were placed fully on Jesus. All the righteousness that Jesus 
possesses has been fully given to you. So this is a gracious invitation. It is 
an invitation to be honest about ourselves. It is an invitation for a renewed 
focus on the death and resurrection of Jesus. It is an invitation to remember, 
once again, that we only stay in the loving presence of God through the 
broken body and shed blood of Jesus.

Jesus, as I reflect on your love for us, I am in total 
amazement. This supper illustrates your love for us so 
vividly. And that love is even more vivid on the cross. 
Forgive me when I don’t believe that you love me. 
May I always be drawn back to this supper and 
to the cross to see your love on full display. In your 
loving name we pray, amen.  

DAVID DRISKILL
Assistant Pastor
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FRIDAY, APRIL 2  |  GOOD FRIDAY 

Matthew 27:24-61   

In the beginning of John’s Gospel, John writes that the Logos (Jesus) was 
with God. In Greek, the preposition translated as “with” means something 
more like “toward.” Jesus was toward God. The idea John is trying to 
convey is that Jesus was in the closest possible relationship with his heavenly 
Father. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have existed for eternity in a 
relationship of mutual love and glory. What Jesus experienced on the cross 
was a ripping apart of that relationship. As Jesus hung on the cross, he 
bore upon himself all the sins of everyone who would ever trust in him for 
forgiveness…every lie, every idolatry, every lustful eye or hand, every hateful 
thought or action, every bit of selfishness. All our sinful filth was laid upon 
the Son, the One who knew no sin became sin for us. And in that moment 
in time, as the Father poured out his wrath at our sin upon his Son, the 
Son was forsaken by his Father. We can scarcely imagine Jesus’ horror and 
trauma. As Jesus offered up his Spirit on our behalf, the world itself was 
rocked, and even pagans had to confess that truly this was the Son of God. 

This is good news for you and me. The Son was forsaken in a moment in time 
so that you and I will never be forsaken. He experienced the ultimate horror 
so that we might experience the ultimate blessing. The son’s relationship with 
the Father was ripped apart so that the curtain, that which represented 
separation from God, was ripped apart, giving us direct access to God, never 
again to be separated from him by our sin. Hallelujah!

The Crucifixion



Almighty God, we confess our sins that put Jesus 
on the cross. Thank you Lord Jesus, that you 
experienced the judgment of God so that I will 
never have to. In Jesus' Name, Amen.   

JOHN FOUNTAIN
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



SATURDAY, APRIL 3  |  HOLY SATURDAY 

Matthew 27:62-66  

Lent is a 40-day journey that begins with contrition and repentance but 
ends with an empty tomb. As Matthew’s narrative continues, there are a 
multitude of characters we confront. Joseph of Arimathea cared for the 
crucified body of Jesus beautifully. The two Marys stayed close. The religious 
leaders still seem angry and perhaps a little uneasy. Pilate is slightly conflicted 
due to his wife’s dream (27:19), but mostly looking for political expediency. 
The stage is set.

Pilate had a way with words—his plaque, “King of the Jews,” galled the chief 
priests, and his inept attempt at philosophy, “What is truth?” fell flat. Pilate 
agrees to a tomb-militia with what appears to be a note of skepticism: “Go, 
make it as secure as you can.” Was there a smirk, a glare, a tremble?  

“Go, make it as secure as you can.” Did the air crackle with electricity as 
these words were spoken? The power that rests in that tomb (Sabbath rest) 
will soon turn back death itself.  

“Go, make it as secure as you can.” What could the soldiers do, how could 
they possibly secure the One who “is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. [In whom] all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1)?

The Tomb



So with the charge to “make it as secure as you can,” the soldiers waited 
for morning.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thank you for conquering 
death, sin, and the devil. Forgive me for doubting you. 
Forgive my shortsightedness and my lack of faith. Help 
me to see my life, my sin, my challenges in the light 
of your resurrecting power. Roll back the stone of my 
heart and let your love transform me from the inside 
out. Thank you for dying and rising for me. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

MARTY CRAWFORD
Assistant Pastor

P R A Y



Matthew 28:1-20

It is all true. It all happened just as Jesus said. He was delivered 
into the hands of men. He was killed by the hands of men. AND 
He was raised on the third day from the grave! It is all absolutely, 
wonderfully TRUE!

In the early morning hours, what a surprise for Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary to be greeted by an angel at an EMPTY tomb! 
The angel reminded them of what is true—Jesus is not here, for he 
has risen, as he said! They ran to tell the disciples the absolutely, 
wonderful, joyful news—it is all true, he has risen, as he said! And 
then on a mountainside in Galilee, the disciples gathered with 
Jesus and worshiped him, for it was all TRUE! He had risen, as he 
said! 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary ran to share the good news. 
The disciples fell down and worshiped seeing the Good News! 
And then Jesus told them to continue telling the Good News—the 
absolutely, wonderful, joyful Good News—it is all TRUE! 

Jesus, the King of Kings has conquered sin and death! Go and 
tell for it is the very best, most wonderful, joyful, absolutely TRUE 
GOOD NEWS! Jesus is alive.

children's devotion 
EASTER SUNDAY

King: 



Jesus is the King of Kings, conqueror of sin and death and 
worthy of worship for he has risen, just as he said!  

His kingdom is an eternal Kingdom where sadness, sickness, 
and death are coming undone. He is making all things new!

You are a truth proclaimer, a King worshiper, a redeemed sinner 
made royal by the risen King Jesus.

Jesus conquered sin and death so that we can go and tell the 
Good News, the absolutely true, wonderful news that Jesus has 
risen, just as He said. How can we go, tell, and make disciples 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit?  

King: 
The

His 
Kingdom: 

His 
Child: 

His 
Way: 



SUNDAY, APRIL 4  |  EASTER SUNDAY 

Matthew 28

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there 
was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven 
and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards 
trembled and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not 
here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he 
is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
8So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and 
there they will see me” (Matthew 28:1-10).

Read Matthew 28:1-10. Note how many times women and then men are 
told to see or behold (vv.2, 7, 9, 11, 20). Matthew, the angel, and then Jesus 
are telling us where to direct our attention. They are telling us to take note 
of very significant, earth-shattering (verse 2) matters.

HE IS RISEN! NOW GO!



Yet somehow the angels and Jesus command the woman, “Do not be 
afraid.” It is early and this event enormous. Who would not tremble? 
Especially one such as Mary Magdalene. All four gospels call her by name 
as a witness to the cross and at the empty tomb. How could one rescued 
from multiple-demonic possession (see Luke 8:1-2) NOT fear greatly in 
the face of such activity?

Those present and their interactions help us behold this very great truth: 
The very same Jesus who defeated the sevenfold demons who used to torture 
Mary Magdalene has defeated their ruler and his sharpest weapon. King 
Jesus from Nazareth has defeated sin, evil, and DEATH itself! 
Let’s gather for worship to praise his name!
Let’s gather for worship to hear him address us!
Let’s gather for worship that we might go in his name! 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:16-20).

Risen Savior, thank you for drawing us into the 
life you enjoy in fellowship with the Father in the 
Spirit. Send us afresh to welcome others into this holy 
fellowship of life everlasting. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

   

ROBBY HOLT
Senior Pastor

P R A Y





Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Hearts and voices heavenward raise:

Sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise. 
He, Who on the cross a victim, 
for the world’s salvation bled,

Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 
now is risen from the dead. 

— 
Christopher Wordsworth

 




