
Joseph’s Brothers
Genesis 42:6-28           

Have you ever been somewhere - maybe in an airport OR downtown in a large city - and overheard a conversation 
between two people speaking in a language you did not understand?  Did you wonder what they were saying?  
What if they were talking about you?  It would have been cool to know what they were talking about.  That happens 
in this Bible story.  Remember the famine?  Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt to buy food.  Little did they know that 
their brother was the one who was in charge of all the food.  It turns out that they spoke in their own language 
thinking Joseph would not understand.  But Joseph did and understood exactly what they said.  He heard their 
distress, too.  We learn that God can use the circumstances of life (like the testing of the brothers by Joseph) to 
challenge the moral nature of men (honesty, v. 11, 19).  This helps to remind them of their sinfulness.  God reveals sin 
(like guilt in v. 21) to cause men to know their sin and their greatest need - a Savior…Jesus Christ! We are to be in 
a constant posture of self-searching and repentance in order to be used in ministry and to be in service to Jesus.

Joseph Provides for Family
Genesis 45:1-20                 

What is the biggest secret you have ever kept?  I wonder if it was around Christmastime when you can’t tell some-
one about his or her gift?  Or how about when there is a surprise birthday party?  That’s a hard secret to keep!  In 
this Bible story Joseph had been keeping a secret.  But now he tells it.  He tells his brothers who he is.  That’s not all 
he tells them.  Joseph tells them that it was not the brothers that sent him into Egypt; it was God (v.8).  As we hear 
about God’s sovereign ways, we learn that He works in various ways to bring about His purposes.  As with Joseph, 
this understanding helps us to forgive and to become friends again. It is easy to see in this story how God’s plan to 
save the Hebrew people is playing out.  It has taken years, yet God has orchestrated (like a conductor) events so 
that Joseph might be in the position to “preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survi-
vors” (v.7). So the brothers’ journey to Egypt (although it was a secret to them) was God’s way to save His chosen 
family.  Our duty includes having eyes to see God’s grand plan so that we might be ready to do things like forgive 
and reconcile (be friends again).  

Transf iguration
Matthew 17:1-13                         

Have you ever seen a video of a caterpillar changing into a butterfly?  The video is set on 
a fast speed like when you fast-forward through a movie.  When its fast like that, you can 
see how the caterpillar becomes a butterfly.  Had you not looked at the video that way you 
might not believe that a caterpillar is really a butterfly.  In this story we see who Jesus really 
is.  Jesus is God and is totally pure and sinless.  Jesus’s “face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became white as light.” (v.2). This is called the transfiguration.  Transfiguration means 
that something changes its form.  It changes into what it truly is (like a caterpillar does when 
it changes into a butterfly).  The brightness and whiteness reflect holiness. God provides 

the perfect sacrifice for sin, yet the world does not easily recognize that sacrifice (v.12).  Without a perfect sacrifice, 
there is death; yet death is conquered by Jesus (v.9) and those who believe will be saved. We are to believe in 
Jesus, and we are to believe without fear (v.7).  Not only are we to believe in Jesus, but also we are to trust in Him 
because only He can make us pure and sinless.  And that will happen only in our own transfiguration (glorification) 
when we go to heaven. 
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