
Joseph’s Dreams
Genesis 37:1-11     

Can you remember your dreams?  Remembering dreams is easy for some people, for others it is not.  Usually, I get 
mine all mixed up because I remember part of it and forget the rest.  Back in Bible times, God used dreams as one 
of the ways to guide people.  It’s not that way today.  All direction must be filtered through God’s Holy Word.  In other 
words, God directs us through His Word.  Can you imagine someone like me trying to be guided by my mixed-up 
dreams?  We notice in this story that it is God who makes eternal plans, and His plans never waiver.  Sometimes 
those plans do not take a direct path (v. 10) in accomplishing all that He might purpose. God’s ultimate plan is to 
save His people.  Through the story of Joseph and the salvation of his family, God intends us to look forward to the 
salvation of the world through Christ. We are to remember how God will always work out his plans. So we have to 
understand that in the short term, it might not look exactly like what we may want or what we plan (v. 4). But we can 
always trust God’s way to be the best way! 

Joseph Sold Into Slavery
Genesis 37:12-36                 

Have you ever heard of the word slavery?  Slavery is when one person actually owns another person.  The owner 
uses the slave for the purpose of very hard work.  On top of that, the slave is not free since the slave is owned.  Of 
course, there is no slavery in our country because it is against the law.  This story is about slavery.  Joseph’s own 
brothers sold him to some men and Joseph ended up in Egypt- as a slave.  That is not how Joseph thought his 
life would turn out.  But we learn that God superintends every detail of His plan (vv. 22, 24, 26, 36) and protects it 
from ever going unfulfilled.  So even something as bad as slavery can be turned around and used by God.  God 
knew about the coming famine and worked through the unlikely nation of Egypt that His people might not perish 
(v. 36).  This story informs us of the evil in the world.  In this case it comes from someone very close to Joseph (his 
brothers), and is always directly opposed to God’s plan.  We must look inside ourselves to examine how we might 
oppose God, and then we are to repent in order to join Him in His purposes.  

How Majestic Is Your Name
Psalm 8:1-9                      

This psalm tells us that our God is majestic (v.1)!  What do you think about when you hear the 
word majestic?  I think of kings and queens sitting on their thrones.  I think of them wearing 
rich purple robes and sparkling golden crowns.  And I think of them being saluted like a lowly 
soldier would do to the President of the United States.  You know why I think of saluting?  
Because I actually saluted a real Queen! One day a long time ago, I saluted Queen Elizabeth 
- the Queen of England.  It was when I was an Officer in the Navy.  I was in charge of a small 
group of sailors sent to handle the Queen’s bags.  As the Queen arrived, she and all her 
court walked by my men and me.  So I saluted her, and she nodded her head in response to 
my salute.  That’s what this Psalm wants us to do to God.  He is full of glory (v.1)!  God sets 

all things in their place (v.3).  He gives man and woman their place a little lower than the heavenly beings (v.5) but 
above other created things. God has established His strength against His foes and purposes to still His enemy (v.2). 
This Psalm makes us look heavenward to honor Him and to salute Him.  Our God is BIG! There is no one above 
Him.  We are to worship (salute) the One who is full of glory.  
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