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{  GATHERED WORSHIP: The Triune God Renews His People  }

Today is the first Sunday in the Season of Lent. Lent consists of the 

forty days (excluding Sundays) before Easter. During these forty days 

we remember and contemplate the forty day experience of Jesus in 

the wilderness as He was afflicted and repeatedly tempted by Satan— 

and overcame him by the Word of God. During these days we humble 

ourselves before the Lord, seeking His gracious power in our lives, that 

we may deny ourselves, renounce and resist all evil, and draw near to Him. 

“The first lesson in Christ’s school is self-denial.”  

—Matthew Henry

“I have now concentrated all my prayers into one, and that one prayer 

is this, that I may die to self, and live wholly to him.”   

—Charles Spurgeon

"Contrary to what might be expected, I look back on experiences that 

at the time seemed especially desolating and painful, with particular 

satisfaction. Indeed, I can say with complete truthfulness that everything 

I have learned in my seventy-five years in this world, everything that 

has truly enhanced and enlightened my existence, has been through 

affliction and not through happiness, whether pursued or attained. In 

other words, if it ever were to be possible to eliminate affliction from 

our earthly existence by means of some drug or other medical mumbo 

jumbo … the result would not be to make life delectable, but to make it 

too banal or trivial to be endurable. This of course is what the cross [of 

Christ] signifies, and it is the cross more than anything else, that has 

called me inexorably to Christ."  

—Malcolm Muggeridge



7	 Congregation stand, as able.

7	 CALL TO WORSHIP

 Marty Crawford 

 (Congregational responses are italizacized.) 

 

 Psalm 46

 God is our refuge and strength,

  a very present help in trouble.

 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,

  though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,

 though its waters roar and foam,

      though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

      the holy habitation of the Most High.

 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;

       God will help her when morning dawns.

 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;

      he utters his voice, the earth melts.

 The Lord of hosts is with us;

     the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 Come, behold the works of the Lord,

     how he has brought desolations on the earth.

 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

      he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;

     he burns the chariots with fire.

 “Be still, and know that I am God.

    I will be exalted among the nations,

    I will be exalted in the earth!”

 The Lord of hosts is with us;

     the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

  



7	 HYMN OF PRAISE

 “A Mighty Fortress”
 
 A mighty fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing;

 Our helper He, amid the flood Of mortal ills prevailing.

 For still our ancient foe Doth seek to work us woe;

 His craft and power are great, And armed with cruel hate,

 On earth is not his equal.

 Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing,

 Were not the right Man on our side, The Man of God’s own choosing.

 Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;

 Lord Sabaoth His name, From age to age the same;

 And He must win the battle.

 And though this world, with devils filled, Should threaten to undo us,

 We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us.

 The prince of darkness grim, We tremble not for him;

 His rage we can endure, For lo! his doom is sure;

 One little word shall fell him.

 That word above all earthly pow’rs No thanks to them abideth;

 The Spirit and the gifts are ours Through Him who with us sideth.

 Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also;

 The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still;

 His Kingdom is forever!

 Words: Martin Luther, 1529; tr. by Frederick H. Hedge, 1853; based on Psalm 46. 

 Music: Martin Luther, 1529.



7 PRAYER OF ADORATION

 O Mighty Fortress,

 Whose Kingdom is forever,

 Whose Word shall never pass away,

 Whose promises never fail,

 we love and adore You, 

 we magnify Your holy Name,

 we bow in humble submission to Your sovereign majesty. 

 Receive our praise,

 and rule over our hearts

 that we may glorify You, 

 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 



READING FROM THE GOSPELS

Joe Strickland

Matthew 11:28-30

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



	 HYMN OF FAITH

 “Come, Ye Sinners”
 
 Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,

 Weak and wounded, sick and sore!

 Jesus ready stands to save you,

 Full of pity, joined with power.

 He is able, He is able,

 He is willing, doubt no more!

 Come, ye needy, come and welcome

 God's free bounty glorify.

 True belief and true repentance,

 Every grace that brings you nigh.

 Without money, without money,

 Come to Jesus Christ and buy.

 Come, ye weary, heavy laden,

 Bruised and broken by the fall;

 If you tarry till you're better,

 You will never come at all.

 Not the righteous, not the righteous,

 Sinners Jesus came to call.

 Let not conscience make you linger,

 Nor of fitness fondly dream.

 All the fitness He requires

 Is to feel your need of Him.

 This He gives you, this He gives you,

 'Tis the Spirit's rising beam.

 Lo! the incarnate God ascendeth,

 Pleads the merit of His blood;

 Venture on Him, venture wholly;

 Let no other trust intrude.

 None but Jesus, none but Jesus,

 Can do helpless sinners good.

  
 Words and Music: CCLI Song No. 3373262. © 2000 detuned radio music. Joseph 

 Hart / Matthew S. Smith. For use solely in accordance with the SongSelect.  



READING FROM THE PROPHETS

Isaiah 53:1-6

Who has believed what he has heard from us?

    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2For he grew up before him like a young plant,

    and like a root out of dry ground;

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,

    and no beauty that we should desire him.
3He was despised and rejected by men,

    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;

and as one from whom men hide their faces

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4Surely he has borne our griefs

    and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,

    smitten by God, and afflicted.
5But he was pierced for our transgressions;

    he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,

    and with his wounds we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray;

    we have turned—every one—to his own way;

and the Lord has laid on him

    the iniquity of us all.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



	 HYMN OF CHRIST

 “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”

 (PDF HERE)

 
   
 



	 GIVING OF FIRST FRUITS

 “I Need the Every Hour”

 

 Instrumental
 
 



			 PASSING OF THE PEACE

        Pastor: The peace of the LORD be with you. 

 

       People: And also with you.

        Greet one another with words of peace and reconciliation.

 
 MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Taylor Brown

 Visitors, please take a moment to fill out the attendance cards 

 located in the pew racks.

  

 You may read all of our ministry announcements on page 21.

 

 Children are dismissed at this time.
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A WORD FROM THE STRATEGIC VISION COMMITTEE

Ty Dedmon

THE MORNING PRAYERS

Ty Dedmon



READING FROM THE EPISTLES

Philippians 2:19-24

I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too 

may be cheered by news of you. 20For I have no one like him, who 

will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21For they all seek their 

own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22But you know Timothy's 

proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in 

the gospel. 23I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how 

it will go with me, 24and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will 

come also.

All flesh is grass,
 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the word of our God stands forever. 

Isaiah 40:6b, 8 
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MESSAGE

"no one like him"

Sandy Willson
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE

All who are united in Christ Jesus by faith and are baptized, communing

members of His visible Church are invited to come to the Lord’s Table. If 

you are not communing but would like to participate, come forward and 

fold your hands, and you will receive a prayer of blessing from the server.

The congregation will read aloud the portions that are italicized.

Please bring your Faith Promise Commitment Cards forward during 

communion and place them in the baskets provided.

Prayer of Confession

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

Who sent Your beloved Son to our broken world

in order that we might be healed and receive eternal life,

and Who has called us to deny ourselves

and to take a genuine interest in the welfare of others,

we confess with great sorrow that we have too often denied others

and taken an interest only in our own welfare. 

Please forgive us and cleanse us of all unrighteousness.

Renew our hearts that we may serve You with whole-hearted obedience,

for the glory of Your great Name,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Assurance of Pardon

 
8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not

in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.ations. That My

salvation may reach to the end of the earth.

–1 John 1:8-9

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you forgiveness of all your sins,

true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of

His Holy Spirit.

7

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

7	



Words of Institution

from 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold 

and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up 

the crumbs under your Table, but you are the same Lord 

whose property is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to commemorate in this breaking of bread 

the death of your dear son Jesus Christ, 

that we may feed on him in our hearts by faith, 

and that we may evermore dwell in Him,  

and He in us. Amen.

  

Congregational Praise

“Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”

Laud and honor to the Father,

Laud and honor to the Son,

Laud and honor to the Spirit,

Ever Three, and ever One,

One in might, and One in glory,

While unending ages run.

Words and Music: Latin, 7th century, tr. by John Mason Neale, 1851.
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If you desire gluten free bread, please walk down the center aisle, either upstairs or down, 

and the server will provide it accordingly. 

Prayer of Consecration

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon  

us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 

that the bread we break and the cup we bless  

may be the communion of the body and blood  

of Christ. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 

that we may be one with all who share this feast and    

united in ministry with your people in every place. 

This we pray in the name of the One who taught us 

to pray, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, 

for Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.



 HYMNS FOR THE EUCHARIST

 “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

 Go to dark Gethsemane,

 You who feel the tempter’s pow’r;

 Your Redeemer’s conflict see;

 Watch with Him one bitter hour;

 Turn not from His griefs away;

 Learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

 Follow to the judgment hall;

 View the Lord of life arraigned;

 O the worm-wood and the gall!

 O the pangs His soul sustained!

 Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss;

 Learn of Him to bear the cross.

 Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb

 There adoring at His feet,

 Mark the miracle of time,

 God’s own sacrifice complete:

 “It is finished!” Hear the cry;

 Learn of Jesus Christ to die.

 Words: James Montgomery, 1771-1854. Music: Richard Redhead, 1820-1901. 

 

 

 

 

 Congregation, please sing the Hymns for the Eucharist during Communion.

            



 “When I Survey”

 When I survey the wondrous cross

 On which the Prince of Glory died,

 My richest gain I count but loss,

 And pour contempt on all my pride.

 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast

 Save in the death of Christ, my God!

 All the vain things that charm me most,

 I sacrifice them to his blood.

 See, from His head, His hands, His feet,

 Sorrow and love flow mingled down.

 Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,

 Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

 Were the whole realm of nature mine,

 That were an offering far too small.

 Love so amazing, so divine,

 Demands my soul, my life, my all.

 Demands my soul, my life, my all.

 Words: Isaac Watts, 1707, 1709. Music: Gregorian chant; 

 arr. by Lowell Mason, 1824.



7		PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

 Gracious God,

 with all our hearts we thank You for the bounty of 

 Your love toward us. 

 You have made us and sustained us,

 and, when we rebelled against You, You forgave us 

 and renewed us. 

 You have fed us again today by Your Word and sacrament

 and have assured us anew of Your fatherly protection 

 and provision. 

 We, therefore, lift up our hearts to render unto You 

 our grateful praise,

 through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

   



7		 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

 Let goods and kindred go,

 This mortal life also;

 The body they may kill:

 God’s truth abideth still;

 His Kingdom is forever!

7			BENEDICTION



MINISTRIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Children's Worship Information. Following the Sunday morning worship 
service, parents will find their children attending Children's Worship in the 
following rooms:
     3K b C224 (available for the entire worship hour)
    4K b C221 (available for the entire worship hour)
 Kindergarten b C221 (dismissed during Passing of the Peace)
 1st through 3rd Grades b C316 (dismissed during Passing of the Peace)

Wednesdays@Covenant. Our Wednesday night activities resume February 21 with 
dinner at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall. We have kidConnection for ages 3-6th grade, 
youth time, and choir and adult studies—there is something for everyone! See page 
24 for all the details.

Lenten Prayer Journal. We have published a Lenten Prayer Journal that began
with Ash Wednesday. The journals are available in the Sanctuary Foyer, the 
Commons Area, and the church office. Please take one for your family.

Gospel Manhood. Our next Gospel Manhood lunch is Tuesday, February 20 in the 
Fellowship Hall. Lunch will be available at 11:30 a.m., and then we will continue our 
series with "The Man and His Wife."

Journey Towards Purpose Workshop. Ladies, join us at Covenant for "Journey 
Towards Purpose: A pathFinder Retreat" with Anna Nash on April 13 (5:30-9:30) 
and April 14 (8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.). Anna will share about God’s bigger story for 
our lives and the role we play. We will look at what God says about your life and 
investigate some amazing things about how He uniquely created you. During our 
time together, God willing, you will begin to see an entirely new picture of how to
live intentionally with greater purpose. Your richest days just might be ahead of 
you! The cost is $50, and you can learn more about pathFinder and register at 
covpres.com/womens-ministry.

Youth Fundraisers: Babysitting and Yard Work. We have teenage girls who would 
like to go on youth trips, and they need the funds to get there. Support CovPres 
Youth by hiring a babysitter any time from now through June! Email Sara LItten, 
slitten@covpres.com, to book a sitter with the subject "CovPres Babysitter." Please 
try to schedule at least 24 hours in advance. We also have high school boys who 
are raising money for their trip to RYM Colorado this summer. If you have any yard 
work that you would like them to do, please contact Austin Braasch at (205) 919-
0965 or jabraasch129@gmail.com.



THIS WEEK AT COVENANT: February 18-24, 2018

SUNDAY, February 18
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

MONDAY, February 19
8:15 a.m.

TUESDAY, Feburary 20
9:15 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, February 21
5:30-7:15 p.m.

Coffee Fellowship (Commons)
Gathered Worship (Sanctuary)
Children's Worship | 3 years through 3rd grade
Sunday School for all ages and stages
(see page 25 for details)
Senior and Junior High Small Groups

Women's Prayer Time (Ingram LInk's office)

Women's Study: Hope & Help for Mothers (E303)
Women's Study: Divine Design Discipleship (S104)
Women's Study: The Book of Romans (DIning Room)
Gospel Manhood (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesdays@Covenant
5:30-7:15 | Nursery Care (Nursery Floor)    

  kidConnection* (3rd floor; dinner included)
5:30-6:15 | Fellowship DInner (Fellowship Hall)
6:15-7:15 | Youth Activities (Youth Rooms)
  Chancel Choir Rehearsal** (S103)
  Marriage (E201)
  Final Words for Friends: Jesus from 
      the Upper Room (Dining Room)  

 Praying Together (E305)

  *register for kidConnection at covpres.com

  **rehearsal begins at 6:00

Should you need pastoral assistance after our regular office hours, please contact our pastor  
on call at 205-874-3559 (Dave Driskill, February 19-25).



FINANCIAL UPDATE prelimanary through January 31, 2018

GENERAL FUND GIVING

Budget Receipts    Expenses

$284,323 $228,896 $280,249

2018 Operating Surplus/(Deficit): ($51,353)

2018 Operating Reserve: $530,646

2018 Line of Credit: $0

FAITH PROMISE GIVING (83 commitments totaling $187,711)

Budget     Funds Received  Funds Disbursed

$14,700            $7,700   $14,700

FAITH PROMISE RESERVE: $127,160

MISSION DISBURSEMENT FROM GENERAL FUND: $14,700

If you have questions regarding the budget, please contact Marty Crawford   

in  the church office or members of the Joint Finance Committee:

Ty Dedmon   Lee Sheppard

Gary Gorham   Todd Sitton

Merrill Johnston   Darrell Tucker

Mark Miller   John Wood  

Pledges (252 commitments):  $3,506,682

Receipts:    $2,969,235

Funds from sale of building:  $1,987,385

Total funds provided:   $4,956,620

Funds used for debt:   ($1,983,644)

Funds available:     $2,972,976

Costs to date:    ($2,669,490)

Net funds available:   $303,486



SCHEDULE
     5:30-6:15 p.m.  Fellowship Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
 serving lines remain open until 6:00; 
 $6/adult, $4/child with a $25 family max

     5:30-7:15 p.m.  Nursery Activities  
 (infants through 2 year olds; Nursery Level) 
 kidConnection*  
 (3 year olds through 6th grade; 3rd Floor)

     6:15-7:15 p.m.  Youth Activities (7th-12th grades; Youth Rooms)
 Chancel Choir** (S103)
 Adult Bible Studies
  Marriage (E201)
  Final Words for Friends: Jesus from 
      the Upper Room (Dining Room)
  Praying Together (E305)
 Ministry and Committee Meetings (as needed)

WEDNESDAYS@COVENANT
Spr ing Sess ion :  February  21  -  March 21

Join your Covenant family each week for a time of food, fellowship, and 
study. Like any family, we need to spend time together, check in with 
each other, and break bread together. As we study God’s word and pray 
with each other, this midweek time plays an important role in our growth 
as a church family. We have something for everyone!

*dinner included, please register at covpres.com
**rehearsal begins at 6:00 p.m.



COMMUNITY | E305 

CORNERSTONE | S104

CROSSPOINTE | S100

FOUNDATIONS | E304

LIGHTHOUSE | E301

LIVING STONES | E303

KINGDOM BUILDERS | E201

OPEN DOORS | S105
 

UPPER ROOM | S101

THRESHOLD | DINING ROOM

YOUTH | YOUTH AREA

All ages and life stages

30s and 40s

20s and 30s 

30s and 40s

30s and 40s

40s and 50s

40s, 50s, and 60s

70s and above

50s, 60s, and 70s

Singles and newly married;

20s and 30s

Students grades 7-12

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMUNITIES

10:30 a.m.  
Maps and directional signs are located around the church.



STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Marty Crawford, Church Administrator mcrawford@covpres.com

David Driskill, Director of Ministries  ddriskill@covpres.com

Dan Edwards, Pastor to Children and Families dedwards@covpres.com

Ingram Link, Director of Women's Ministries ilink@covpres.com

Sandy Willson, Interim Senior Pastor  swillson@covpres.com

MINISTRY AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Rick Barnes, Director of Musical Arts  rbarnes@covpres.com

Jami Bennett, Director of MDO and Nursery Ministries jbennett@covpres.com

Austin Braasch, Student Ministries Intern jabraasch129@gmail.com

Katie Caldwell, Director of Design and Production kcaldwell@covpres.com

Meg Cotney, Financial Secretary  mcotney@covpres.com

Tyler Cuidon, Technical Director  tyler.cuidon@gmail.com 

Rachel Davis, Assistant Director of Girls Ministries shields.rachel.c@gmail.com

Katie Flores, Director of Pre-School Ministries kflores@covpres.com

Phyllis Hamm, Assistant to Director of Ministries phamm@covpres.com

Bill Hay, Pastor Emeritus  bhay@covpres.com

Kim Oliver, Assistant to the Interim Senior Pastor koliver@covpres.com

Sara Litten, Director of Girls Ministries slitten@covpres.com

Stacey Loyless, Director of Communications and Media sloyless@covpres.com

Traci Parker, Director of Food Services tparker@covpres.com

Tyrone Perry, Facilities Manager  tperry@covpres.com

Brooke Stewart, Covenant Day School Director bstewart@covpres.com

Karan Stuart, Receptionist  kstuart@covpres.com

Laura Tucker, Ministry Assistant, Children & Families ltucker@covpres.com

Victoria Williams, Pastoral Assistant  vwilliams@covpres.com



RULING ELDERS

 

DEACONS

2017

Lee Baker

Aaron Coffey

Paul Darden

John Gant

Jonathan Gidley

Grant Haines

John James

Stephen Mince

Carey Rome

Steve Stigler

2018

Brandon Bishop

Nathan Collums

John Harrelson

Randall Lancaster

Matt Searson

Patrick Strong

Darrell Tucker

2019

Jim Bennett

Gary Gorham

Keith Harrelson

Jeff Hayes

Steve Killgore

Steve Pfitzer

Brent Powell

John Shank

Todd Sitton

William Slappey

Billy Tapscott

2017

Paul Loyless

Russell Martin

Mark Miller

Norman Pless

Charlie Regan

Lee Sheppard

Mark Taylor

2018

AC Frese

Eric Getty

John Hamilton

Daniel Murray

Warren Norville

Jason Peevy

Ben Walker

Clay Wheeler

Charles White

2019

Ty Dedmon

Jeff Dyess

Rick Flynn

Heath Henderson

Tom McKnight

John Smith T

Richard Thompson



BIBLE READING PLAN

These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use  
them along with your worship guide as resources for readings, prayers, and hymns.  
The scripture readings are from Ligonier Ministries and are designed around a one- 
year cycle that will allow you to read through the New Testament or the entire Bible  
in 2018.

FEBRUARY READING PLAN

 EXODUS  MATTHEW
1  N 29–30  N 22:1–22
2  N 31–33  N 22:23–46
3/4  N 34–38  N 23:1–22
5  N 39–Leviticus 1  N 23:23–39
 
 LEVITICUS
6  N 2–3  N 24
7  N 4–6  N 25:1–30
8  N 7–9  N 25:31–46
9  N 10–12  N 26:1–19
10/11  N 13–15  N 26:20–56
12  N 16  N 26:57–75
13  N 17  N 27
14  N 18–20  N 28
 
 MARK
15  N 21–23  N 1:1–28
16  N 24–25  N 1:29–45
17/18  N 26–Numbers 1  N 2
 
 NUMBERS
19  N 2–3  N 3
20  N 4–5  N 4
21  N 6–7  N 5:1–20
22  N 8–10  N 5:21–43
23  N 11–13  N 6:1–29
24/25  N 14–18  N 6:30–56
26  N 19–20  N 7:1–13
27  N 21–22  N 7:14–37
28  N 23–25 N 8:1–21


