
Second, Third & Fourth Plagues
Exodus 8:1-21      

Last weekend we went into our backyard to throw a lacrosse ball around.  Of course, it was late March, still cool but 
sunny and gorgeous!  So we started to play but right away something got our attention.  You want to guess what 
it was?  It was gnats!  (Just like the third plague.)  They were so small that it was hard to see them, but we could 
feel them.  And there were swarms of them like all the gnat eggs in the whole back yard had hatched.  We were 
miserable, so we cut our time outside short.  It made me feel like the Egyptians, but they had it WAY worse (with 
frogs & flies, too).  We learn in this story how God is like no one else (v.10).  The plagues continued and the Egyptians 
were reminded that God is Lord of all.  God’s people learned that He is not far away, but He acts in the lives of His 
people (v.19).  Again, we are reminded that He is Lord.  So God, in these three plagues, is demonstrating His supreme 
superiority over creation in a way that Pharaoh (and his people) might see.  The Hebrew people who first read theses 
stories, no doubt, looked back and believed in the power of their God who would save them from slavery.  Know for 
certain, that God is with us. He will contend against that which tries to keep us enslaved.  May we believe, with all our 
hearts in the saving work of God through Jesus Christ!

Fifth, Sixth & Seventh Plagues
Exodus 9:1-18                     

Do you know what boils are?  In the sixth plague (widespread misery against Egypt) the Lord told Moses and Aaron 
to get some soot (stuff left from a fire) and throw it into the air.  When they did that, boils appeared on people and 
animals.  Boils are terrible sores that hurt and hurt.  You might not even be able to sleep!  I knew a friend who had 
a boil on his leg.  It got so infected that the doctor had to take it out.  It left a little hole in his leg and probably a big 
scar when it finally healed.  It was terrible; he even missed some school because it was so bad.  Can you imagine 
everyone having boils at the same time?  I can’t!  But, in this story, the king of Egypt was challenging God for glory.  
And God does not share His glory.  He does not allow other authorities to exalt themselves over Him (v.17). So 
something had to be done.   In the end, all that is done in history is used to glorify and exalt the Lord God.  God 
reveals the evil of Pharaoh to His people.  God does not allow evil to overtake His own people.  Although evil (for 
a season) may persist, God is in control and blots it out.  We are to serve God alone (v.1).  As we see God’s saving 
work against evil, we are comforted and given great courage to face those things that try to rob God of His glory.  
Our faithful service to God gives Him glory and exalts Him.

My Rock
Psalm 18:1-24                      

Do you know what Alcatraz is?  It is an island in San Francisco Bay that used to be a prison.  The most notorious 
criminals were jailed there.  No one could escape.  Today it is a park and tourist attraction.  There have been a lot 
of movies filmed to tell the story of Alcatraz, and at least one kids’ book.  The kids’ book is called Al Capone Does 
My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko. It tells a make-believe story about the children who lived with their families on 
Alcatraz.  Alcatraz was called “The Rock” since it looked like a huge rock sticking up out of the water.  When I was 
reading this book I thought about how the Bible describes God as a Rock.  It says “the Lord is our Rock, fortress 
and deliverer “(v.2).  So, He is our refuge, shield, salvation and stronghold (v.2).  May we be reminded of the strength 
and safety we have within the family of God.  Unlike the prison that Alcatraz was, our Rock is different.  Our Rock 
saves (v.2).  He rescues (v.17, 19) though we might be surrounded by trouble (v.4-12).  In our personal trouble, may we 
look to God for safety.  We are to keep the ways of the LORD (v.21).  We are to cling to the Rock and to those things 
that are righteous.  To be righteous, we are to know Jesus Christ (also the Rock) and rely upon Him alone.  We are 
to be covenant-keepers and claim the promises that God will keep us and help us in pursuit of righteousness. 
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