
The Ten Commandments
Exodus 19:21-20:21      

When you listen to the radio and the announcer says, “This song is ‘top ten’ on the all-time charts.”  Do you know 
what that means?  It means that the song is one of the most popular songs that kids like for many, many years.  This 
Bible story teaches us the “top ten” ways to glorify God (of all time).  Remember that God is holy.  We see that in this 
story.  God, in His grace, has allowed Moses to be in His direct presence, but not the people (as a whole).  Their sin 
has caused them to keep a distance “lest He (the LORD) break out against them.” (19:24).  It might be hard for us 
to understand (knowing how much God loves us), but God’s holiness compared to our sin creates distance between 
God and us. That distance however, is closed by the saving act of God through His Son Jesus.  Jesus does for us 
what Moses did for the people of Israel here at Mt. Sinai.  Jesus’ work done for us allows us into the presence of 
God, and saves us from being out of God’s view. This is one of the places where the moral law (10 commandments) 
is recorded.  There were many laws in the Old Testament, but these are the ones that still stand today.  The ones 
(like how to sacrifice animals) no longer exist.  So we are to glorify God by keeping the 10 commandments.  They 
remind us of the holy character of God.

The Golden Calf
Exodus 32:1-20               

You know what a calf is, don’t you?  A calf is a baby cow.  So, yes, it’s a cow.  A cow can be valu-
able to us, like giving us milk.  But it’s still just a cow.  Can you believe what the people did in this 
story?  They put a cow in the place of God.  They worshipped a cow (an idol)!  So God, in His 
righteous wrath, wanted to punish the people for building an idol to worship (v.10), but He ended 
up not punishing them.  He remembered His covenant promises to the people and was gracious 
to them. The people were tricked and said that the golden calf had saved them (v.4).  But Moses 
showed them otherwise.  He took the golden calf, ground it into powder, spread it on the water 
and made the people drink it (v.20).  This showed the people that the calf was powerless and 
that God alone has the power to save.  Jesus alone, has the power over death.  He alone, saves. 

Be careful, we are easily tricked.  Probably not deceived by a golden calf, but by other things through which Satan 
tempts us.  Daily, we are to be reminded of our devotion to God, remembering God’s promise to help us through 
temptation.

The Sinful Woman Forgiven
Luke 7:36-50

Who has the right to make a rule?  If it’s in your house, your parents have the right.  If it is in your school, your 
teacher has the right.  If it’s in the city, it’s the city government that has the right.  If it’s in the United States of 
America, it’s the Congress that has the right.  The right to make a rule is called authority.  Do you know who has 
the right to forgive sins?  God is the only one who does!  And remember, Jesus is God.  God is the only One with 
authority to forgive sins.  In this story, the Pharisees understood this authority and it confused them.  They asked, 
“Who is this, who even forgives sins?” (v.49) Like the lady in the story, our sin (direct disobedience & not living 
up to God’s ways) identifies us as lost and rebellious people.  We see that Jesus is the one who frees us from 
the debt and guilt of sin.  Sin enslaves us; Jesus frees us. Notice what Jesus says to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.” (v.50). Her faith is the means of her salvation (her peace).  But even her faith was given 
to her; salvation does not come from herself.  Had God not given her that faith, she would have been just like the 
Pharisees.  May we use the faith that God gives us!
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