
Esther Helps
Esther 4:1-17           

How would you like to make a decision that could mean life or death to you?  We usually don’t have those type decisions 
to make.  But Queen Esther did!  This story in the Book of Esther continues as the effects from the plot (and King’s 
decree) against Queen Esther’s people spread throughout the land.  All the Jews were horrified to find out that the 
King’s decree set a date for the Jews -God’s people- to be destroyed.  Mordecai (Esther’s uncle) was one of the leaders 
of the Jewish people.  Mordecai came up with a plan against the evil plan (I believe God actually caused Mordecai to 
come up with it).  That’s what we learn about God in this story.  He always comes to the help of His people (even though 
it may look like someone else did).  Mordecai wanted Queen Esther to ask the King to cancel the decree.  But that is not 
so easy.  Even the Queen couldn’t just go in (casually) to speak with the King.  In fact, if one would do that (go in casually 
without being asked to come in), that person could be killed.  But Esther knew how important Mordecai’s plan would be 
for her people, for God’s people - so she must do it!  So she agreed even though verse 16 says she might “perish”, which 
means die.  What a hard decision!  I told you it was a “life or death” choice.  Keep reading this week to find out what 
happened AND remember: God is always ready to help His people - that means you, too!

Esther and Haman
Esther 5:1-15                      

One of the worst names in American history is Benedict Arnold.  Do you know why?  Benedict Arnold was a general in 
the Continental Army (that means American Army) during the Revolutionary War with the British (back then the British 
were America’s enemy).  Benedict Arnold was a very good general and was awarded for his many accomplishments.  
But one day he had a change of heart (so to speak) and decided to quit the American Army and become a member 
of the enemy’s army.  Benedict Arnold became a traitor.  A traitor is one who betrays his country.  That’s why his name 
became one of the worst names in American history.  In the Bible, the name Haman is one of the worst names.  We 
find out why in this story.  We find out that Haman was full of pride and would do anything to make his name great.  
It’s kind of odd that instead of making his name great, his name is actually very bad! Today’s story teaches us about 
Haman’s pride and his heartlessness against the good man, Mordecai.  As you read this story, remember how God 
protects His people even in the face of evil people like Haman.  I can’t wait for you to find out how this story ends - as 
you might expect it’s not good for the evil Haman.  So, as we learn about God and how He cares for his people, let’s 
also learn about pride and heartlessness and know that pride and heartlessness does not bring God glory (because 
pride and heartlessness are bad).  So let’s act in ways that bring honor to God’s name (and our name too) instead of 
being like a Benedict Arnold.  

Coming of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:1-13                        

This story is one of the most important Bible stories that one could read. It is about God, the Holy Spirit.  It’s important 
because Jesus said it is. During the last week of Jesus’ life, before the cross  and His resurrection, He foretold His 
own death. Then He made a comforting promise. Jesus wanted to make sure His disciples (and us, too) would not be 
discouraged in His death (even though Jesus would be alive because of His resurrection). So Jesus made a promise 
of someone who was to come to serve as the disciples’ and our helper. This helper is the Holy Spirit.  So this story is 
fulfilling that promise. Now, let’s re-read verse 2. What was the sound in that verse?  It was “a mighty rushing wind!”  
When I think of wind I think of a sailboat. Have you ever been on a sailboat?  What powers a sailboat?  A 
sailboat is powered by the wind! As a sailor you have to be a good student of the wind, so that you can 
steer your boat. That could be a problem because you can’t see the wind.  But you can see it fill the sail! 
If the sail is limp (without the wind) the sailboat won’t move.  If the sail is full of wind the sailboat can 
go very fast and in the direction you want it to go.  For a sailor the wind is a helper.  It is the power that 
makes the sailboat move.  Likewise, for a Christian, the Holy Spirit is a helper.  The Holy Spirit makes you 
move.  We believe that every true Christian is filled with the Holy Spirit.  So now you see why Jesus said 
what He said.  If you are a Christian the Holy Spirit will fill your sails in service to the Lord.  And then we 
will see the “mighty works of God” (verse 11).  

Top 150 Bible Stories
Week 37 September 20


