
The Crossing of the Red Sea
Exodus 14:1-31     

When I was a kid a friend of mine named Steve got two pairs of bright red boxing gloves.  You might ask, “Why two 
pairs?”  Of course the answer is, “So that Steve could box against another person.”  One day I was that person!  
Do you know what happens when you box?  It’s like a fight.  In this case, I tried to hit Steve and Steve tried to hit 
me back.  And in this case, I ended up getting hit on the left ear so many times that my ear turned as red as the 
boxing gloves.  And it hurt, too.  It was on that day when I made up my mind that I didn’t want to be a fighter!  This 
story reminds us that God is a fighter for His people (v.14, 25).  God’s glory is at stake, too.  By providing a way of 
escape, God saves His people; and His glory is not taken away.  God’s great power (v.31) is on display.  Verse 30 
proclaims, “Thus the LORD saved Israel that day….” This story is clearly one of the most important of all the Old 
Testament - it is my favorite.  It portrays the saving work of God in the history of the Israelites and points forward 
to the saving work of Christ for all who believe. This story is told to an audience who needed to understanding how 
God would fight for them.  As they understand, they trust.  So should we!

Mount Sinai
Exodus 19:1-20                 

Do you know what an earthquake is?  If you live in California you probably do!  It seems like a lot of earthquakes 
happen in California.  An earthquake is like an underground dynamite explosion.  It shakes the ground really hard.  
Some earthquakes shake buildings hard enough to knock them down, if you can believe that!  Some people have 
been tossed completely out of their beds by an earthquake.  If an earthquake happens near a big city dangerous 
things can happen like fires that make a lot of smoke.  I wonder if Mt. Sinai looked like that when God came down 
onto it (smoke and fire and shaking).  Even if it did the scene would be different because God is different.  He is 
good and just wants to be with His people.  God is not distant, He desires to be known by His people; and we see 
exactly that as He descends (in this case in smoke from Mt. Sinai) into the people’s presence (v.18).  We also see 
this desire of God in the sacraments (that we do in church) that point to Him and to His purposes.  God uses those 
things that can be seen (like the bread and wine) to reveal those things that can’t be seen. God brings His people 
to Himself (v.4); it reminds us that outside of His loving care we are lost.  The reference here is to the delivery of 
God’s people from Egypt.  We are lost without God drawing us to Himself.  We are people who need to see God.  
We need to know that He is present.  Of course, God came to us as a man, in the person of Jesus.  We must look 
to Jesus, and know God.

Jesus Calms the Storm
Mark 4:35-41                     

The book Jacob Have I Loved is a story about twin girls who lived on an island in the Chesapeake Bay near Virginia.  
It is a famous story that won a prize for the best children’s story in 1981.  The twin girls were very different.  One was 
very artistic, and the other was tom-boyish. Their family, like every other family on the island, was a fishing family.  
That means they owned a boat and made their living by fishing (or crabbing sometimes).  Sara Louise just wanted 
to be like her dad; she loved being in a boat.  One year a hurricane hit the island.  It was a terrible storm that Sara 
Louise barely survived.  The wind and rain was out-of-control.  I can’t imagine how scary the storm was!  This very 
short story in the Bible was like that.  But it reveals God’s command over the out-of-control elements of nature.  
Sometimes we hear about being at the mercy of Mother Nature, yet this story teaches the opposite.  Nature is 
under the command of God.  Notice though, that the disciples still didn’t fully know who Jesus was.  The story ends 
with this question, “Who then is this, that even the wind and sea obey Him?”  Jesus’ questions, “Why are you 
so afraid?” and “Have you still no faith?” are responses to the disciples’ fear.  Faith in Jesus is required for our 
salvation.  But remember, even our faith is a gift from God. We are called to have faith in God and to trust in Him 
even in the middle of natural forces that may produce overwhelming fear.  God has control over all things; nothing 
is outside of His care.
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